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Flamingo Net Hosts Hamboree Transmitter Hunt 


1997 Southeastern VHF 


Society Conference 

The 1997 Southeastern VHF So- 
ciety Conference will be held April 4-5, 
1997, at the Atlanta Marriott Northwest 
in Windy Hill, Georgia (located between 
Atlanta and Marietta). Jimmy Treybig, 
W6JK V—a leading expert on 50-MHz 
propagation—will be the banquet 
speaker. The Conference Technical 
Program will include presentations by 
KA2DRH, K6QYX, WA4NJP, 
KM4YW, WC4X, WA4KXY and oth- 
ers. Antenna gain measurements for 2 
meters through 10 GHz and noise fig- 
ure testing will be available too. Con- 
ference registration is $35, which in- 
cludes a complete set of the Confer- 
ence Proceedings. The April 4 banquet 
fee is $30. For registration information, 
visit the SVHFS web page at http:// 
www.akorn.net/~ae6e/svhfs/ or con- 
tact Tad Danley, K3TD, 770-513-9252; 
e-mail k3td@amsat.org. 


Visit P3D lab in Orlando 


Hams planning to visit the Or- 
lando, Florida, area this winter might 
enjoy seeing some Amateur Radio his- 
tory in the making while there. Visitors 
are welcome at the Phase 3D Interna- 
tional Satellite Integration Facility in 
Orlando. Hours are usually 9 AM to 6 
PM on weekdays and 11 AM to 5 PM 
on Saturdays. If you’d actually like to 
get a chance to help make ham radio 
history, plan your visit for a Saturday, 
which is often an organized volunteer 
day when the P3D lab has tasks for all 
skill levels. So you might get a chance 
to actually lend a hand on the project. 
The P3D lab is approximately two miles 
south of the Bee Line Toll road off 
Tradeport Road (which runs along the 
western perimeter of Orlando Interna- 
tional Airport) at 4101 Lindy Circle, in 
the Free Trade Zone Building. For the 
next few months, visitors can expect to 
see the actual Phase 3D spacecraft in 
its clean-room facility, alonggaath the 
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The Flamingo Net held its second 
annual Hamboree 2 m Transmitter Hunt 
on Sunday February 2, 1997. As usual, 
the starting point was the Flamingo Net 
booth in the Hamboree exhibition hall. By 
11 AM, a total of eleven anxious hunters 
had assembled: WP4EFM, WB4O00ON, 
KE4ESV, KD4BFQ, N4YES, KB4PFC, 
K4PAA, AC9V, KE4VMQ, KB4HAY and 
KE4MO. The hunting gear ranged from 
beams to simple hand-helds. 


i 


for the hunt for hidden prey. 


The hunt was a two stage affair. 
Bill, N4WAN, started the hunters at 11:20 
AM on 147.575 MHz, searching for Bill, 
WA4TEJ. He was hidden behind a tree on 
the other side of the general admission 
parking lot from the starting point. After 
checking all of the cars in the lot (3 to 4 
thousand, each with a 2 m whip!), they 
arrived at Bill’s location and received a slip 
of paper directing them to now search for 
Walt, W4DWN, on 147.525 MHz. 
His QTH forced them to retrace their 
path through the parking lot (check-jj 
ing the cars again), until finally they fia 
reached a remote location in the north 
east corner of Tamiami Park where,.* 
Walt was hiding under an overpass. [i 
The brutal south Florida sun took its 
toll on the harried hunters. Almost 
all of the hunters finished stage one, 
but less than half made it all the way 
to the end. The winner, Danny, 
N4YES, finished the hunt before noon, 


while the last hunters came to the fin- 
ish at nearly 1 PM. 


Big game hunters load their weapons 


Ray, KB4HAY runs for his life, pursued by 


Danny’s prize was a 145 / 440 
MHz mobile antenna and an award plaque 
We look forward to another hunt next year. 


The next Flamingo Net activity is 
a Free Flea, jointly with the University of 
Miami Amateur Radio Club, on Saturday 
morning, April 5, 1997 in the Physics park- 
ing lot (extreme northwest corner of the 
Coral Gables campus - come east on Miller, 
then north on San Amaro). 


Our “Sequence” on the air 
| contest was won by Paul, WA4BAO, 
-who worked (in prefix sequence) 
‘-KBOSZK, NILVE N2VOT, 
/W3VUH, W4KX, NSNMY, N6KI, 
K7LDX, KB8VPJ, KAQJTI, 
KBOWEY, HKIUGH, KB2UZB, 
N3QDP, AE4SB, KBSTFJ and then 
+ for good measure VR6TY. All con- 
gtacts were made on 10 m between 
3 November 29, 1996 and January 10, 
1997. Ten meters lives! 

We will hold our annual Pic- — 
nic/Bar B Que on a Sunday in late 
April and there will be a transmitter hunt 
associated with it. For more details, check- 
in to the net and say “hi”. The Flamingo 
Net meets on the air every Friday night, 
7:30 PM on 29.044 MHz, then at 8:00 
PM, we QSY to 28.444 MHz. Two meter 
repeaters are also monitord for check-ins: 
At 7:45 PM, the 147.210 (+6) Fellowship 
repeater; at 7:50 PM, the 146.910 (-6) 
Broward repeater and at 7:55 PM, the 
146.865 (-6) U of M repeater. 


Walt after blowing his cover. 
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ARRL members asked to comment 


ARRL members are being invited to add their ideas, 
comments and recommendations to those of the ARRL WRC- 
99 Planning Committee, which has suggested sweeping — 
and potentially controversial—changes to the Amateur Ra- 
dio licensing structure in the US. On the table for open dis- 
cussion and debate are proposals that include: 

@ elimination of the Novice license _ 

@ creation of a new Intermediate license to replace the 
Technician Plus 

@ vreater hf privileges for intermediate licensees than 
for the existing technician plus, including phone on 160, 75 
and 15 meters 

@ a 10-wpm General CW test (with more stringent test- 
ing standards for all CW exams) 

@ expanded phone privileges for General-class and 
higher licensees 

Details of the plan, discussed during the recent ARRL 
Board of Directors meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
will appear in March QST. The Board says it seeks com- 

‘ments from members to ensure that before any plan goes 
forward, it enjoys broad support from the amateur commu- 
nity. The Board will not act on the issue at least until its July 
meeting. 

After its research revealed that as many as three Nov- 
ices in four are inactive, the committee concluded that the 
Novice license is no longer useful. Although the committee 
would end the Novice license, its plan provides current 
Novices with an easy means to upgrade (via an open-book 
test) to the new Intermediate class license, which would 
replace the current Technician Plus. All present Tech Plus 
licensees would become Intermediate licensees. The Basic 
license would supplant the Technician license—now the 
hobby’s most-popular entry-level ticket—with no changes 
in privileges. In addition, the committee’s plan would phase 
out the current Novice and Tech Plus bands on 80, 40 and 15 
meters, and replace them with new Intermediate-class allo- 
cations. The committee’s consensus plan for Intermediate- 
class licensees calls for new CW bands on 80, 40 and 15 
meters starting 25 kHz up from the lower band edge, digital 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 
VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED 


SKIP is put on tape every 
month for the benefit of the blind or 
visually impaired. These tapes are 


available if requested and postage 
is paid both ways. If you are inter- 
ested in this valuable service, con- 
tact Ms, Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 
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and phone-band privileges on 75 and 15 meters and a 50- 
kHz phone or CW segment at the top end of 160 meters, 
plus expanded Novice and Tech Plus CW and phone alloca- 
tions on 10 meters. ‘ 

According to the proposal, Intermediate CW bands 
would be 3525 to 3700 kHz, 7025 to 7050 kHz, 21025 to21150 
kHz and 28050 to 28300 kHz. Digital operation was suggested 
for 3600 to 3625, 21100 to 21125 and 28100 to 28189 kHz. 
Phone privileges would include 1950 to 2000, 3900 to 4000, 
21350 to 21450, SSB from 28300 to 28500 and FM from 29500 
to 29700 kHz. Transmitter power for Intermediate-class lic- 
ensees would be limited to 200 W PEP output (other licens- 
ees using these bands would not’be limited to 200 W, how- 
ever). 


_General-class and higher amateurs also would benefit 
from the plan, if it’s adopted according to the committee’s 
outlines. General-class hams would get additional phone 
privileges 3800 to 3850, 7200 to 7225, and 21250 to 21300 
kHz; Advanced-class hams would add 3725 to 3775, 7125 to 
7150 and 21175 to 21225 kHz; Extra-class hams would also 
have 3700 to 3750, 7125 to 7150 and 21150 to 21200 kHz. 


With the exception of 40 meters, where Novice and 
Tech Plus licensees already have privileges, the committee 
suggested no changes on the hobby’s narrowest and most 
crowded bands—including 20 meters and the narrow WARC 
bands at 30, 17 and 12 meters. 


The Intermediate CW test would be 5 words per minute 
(the same as the current Tech Plus requirement), but the 
committee proposed that the General class CW requirement 
be set at 10 wpm. There still would be no additional CW 
exam for the Advanced ticket, nor would there be any change 
in the 20-wpm requirement for the Extra. Exams for all classes 
would include a return to a sending test and the require- 
ment for one minute of solid copy during a five-minute test— 
instead of the current method that tests on the content of 
the CW text. 


Right now, these major changes are only in the talking 
stage. *’ Let us be very clear about this,’’ said ARRL Execu- 
tive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, who characterized 
the committee’s proposals as a starting point for discus- 
sion, not a done deal. *’ The changes are not ARRL policy; 
nothing has been proposed to, or by, the FCC, and the ARRL 
Board is committed to making no decision before its July 
1997 meeting.’’ Sumner said there is no timetable to com- 


‘ plete the process. Only after there is an opportunity for in- 


depth consideration and discussion by the membership will 
the ARRL Board consider taking the next step—to approach 
the FCC with a rulemaking proposal—a process that auto- 
matically invites additional comments and suggestions. 

Between the time they receive March QST and the 
end of May, members are asked to voice their opinions on 
the committee’s suggestions to their directors, whose postal 
and e-mail addresses are listed on page 10 of QST. All sug- 
gestions and comments—positive and negative—are wel- 
come. 


-ARRL Letter 
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FBI Conducts Massive Raid 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFOR- 
NIA, U.S.A., 1997 JAN 29 (NB) — RE- 
PEAT/By Bill Pietrucha. Early this af- 
ternoon, the US Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation (FBI) staged a coordinated 
series of raids nationwide following an 
eight month undercover investigation 
. into software piracy. The computer 
software piracy investigation, code 
named “Cyber Strike,” was initiated and 
supervised by the FBI’s International 
Computer Crime Squad based here. 


According to FBI spokesper- 
sons, Cyber Strike is a “continuing in- 
vestigation and additional searches are 
anticipated in the near future.” 


The FBI said the investigation 
concerns the alleged efforts of indi- 
viduals and groups who have banded 
together to pass protected, restricted 
and/or copyrighted information and 
commercial copyrighted software 
through the use of businesses and 
computer Bulletin Board Services 
(BBSs), Internet File Transfer Protocol 
(FTP) sites, and Internet Relay Chat 
(IRC) channels. 

The material seized as specified 
in the warrants included computer hard- 
ware, documents and records, and in- 
cluded some of the most popular pro- 
gram software commercially available, 
such as utilities, graphics, networking 
programs, operating systems, and 
games. 

According to the FBI, the vic- 
timized manufacturers of copyrighted 
products and systems include Sega of 
America Inc.; Sony Computer Enter- 
tainment; Autodesk Corp.; Microsoft 
Corp.; Adobe Systems Inc.; Intuit 
Corp.; Symantec Corp.; Novell Inc.; 
and Nintendo of America Inc. 

The FBI also said that the alleged 
perpetrators are involved in a variety 
of additional criminal activities, includ- 
ing theft of telephone services, distri- 
bution and use of stolen credit card 
and calling card numbers, spreading 
destructive programs such as com- 
puter viruses, intrusions into various 
types of computer systems and net- 
works, and the theft of corporate pro- 
prietary information. 


Search warrants and/or simulta- 
neous interviews are being conducted 
at residences and businesses in At- 
lanta, Georgia; Columbus, Ohio; Miami, 
Florida; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Des 
Moines, Iowa; Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia; and San Leandro and Cedar Ridge, 
California. 

Following the announcement of 
the raids, the Software Publishers As- 
sociation (SPA) and its 1200 member 
companies congratulated the FBI on 
its execution of the search warrants. 


“Operation Cyber Strike is a clear 
and decisive indication by the FBI and 
its San Francisco-based International 
Computer Crime Squad that illegal du- 
plication and distribution of computer 
software will not be tolerated by the 
Federal government and individuals or 
groups engaged in pirating software 
are subject to the full force of the law,” 
the SPA said. 


“SPA has cooperated with the 
FBI in bringing previous actions 
against software pirates, particularly in 
the area of Bulletin Board Services, and 
fully supports the FBI in today’s ac- 
tions and ongoing efforts to eliminate 
software piracy throughout the United 
States,” SPA officials said. “We wel- 
come this initiative by the FBI and will 
continue to offer any assistance the 
FBI may need, including the SPA data- 
base of over 1600 alleged pirate bulle- 
tin boards, to see this investigation 
successfully concluded.” 


Sega of America, which also has 
been cooperating with the FBI in the 
investigation, also applauded the 
raids. “Sega aggressively protects its 
properties and products,” Shoichiro 
Irimajiri, chairman and chief executive 
officer (CEO), Sega of America, said. 
“We are especially pleased that the FBI 
has taken this. industry-wide situation 
so seriously and dedicated a special 
team to shutting down this illegal ac- 
tivity.” 

The FBI said that anyone hav- 
ing relevant, credible information that 
may assist the investigation is re- 
quested to contact the FBI Computer 
Crime Squad in San Francisco, at 415- 
553-7400. 
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Frank Obenauf, W2IAJ 


Pelican Chapter #128 - reported by J. 


Strom, K9BSL 


The January meeting of the Pelican Chapter #128 was 
held at its regular meeting place at Stacey’s Buffet, in the 
Tyrone Gardens Shopping Center at 10th Avenue and 58th 
Street North in St. Petersburg. There were 19 members and 
guests in attendance. 

Don Bice, W4PCO, Treasurer reported that the trea- 
sury stands at $1289.40 with all bills and obligations being 
paid. 


Don, W4PCO, Harry K4WP, Grace Bice and Juliette . 


Bloechle visited Ralph Luedke, K9MOR in the Morton Plant 
Rehabilitation Center. Ralph is doing well and is expected to 
return home soon. Don received a note from Charles Campbell 
W9UEM and he is doing pretty good for an 89 year-old guy. 

A collection for the purposes of local charity will be 


taken up at the Pelican Picnic in November. Bud Waldmann, — 


of the Northeast Hearing Aid Center will be guest speaker in 
February. Blanche Randles, W4GXZ is collecting Campbell 
Soup labels for Shrine Hospitals who receive equipment, 
TVs and learning aids for the hospitals. Blanche also urged 
everyone to keep their used pill bottles, clean the labels off 
and bring them to the Chapter meetings. Bill Bell and Gerri 
take them to the St. Petersburg Free Clinic who use them to 
dispense drugs to the needy. It is reported that each bottle 
is worth 15 cents on the average. 

Jay Strom, K9BSL presented a slide presentation show- 
ing his visit to the Republic of Panama during the Christmas 
holidays. 


Hernando Chapter #148 - reported by 


Eunice Gordon, W1LUKR 

The slate of officers for 1997 will be President - Dick 
Baker, WA4OMxX; Vice President - Dick Bromley, W1 XJ; 
Treasurer - Bob Gordon, W1 KUL; Secretary - Eunice Gor- 
don, W1UKR; Directors Frank McCarthy, W1 YTB, Jordy 
Friedman, WB2IMO, and Ed Handly, W1OOR. 

The Christmas Party was well attended with 35 mem- 
bers and guests attending. The door prizes were won by 
Ron WA8DOI, Dick WA40MxX, Len WBOCRK and Ella XYL 
of Chet W1HGK. 

A note from our treasurer: DUES - please look at the 
number at the top right corner of your mailing label. If it is 97 
or higher, thank you. If it is 96, your dues of $5.00 for 1997 
are now due. Please remit to Eunice Gordon, Secretary. If by 
check, make it payable to Robert Gordon. Box score at this 
writing is DELINQUENTS 21 and GOOD GUYS 19. We also 
have 7 YL members under the family plan, making our total 
47. 


Sun City Center Chapter #195 - reported 
by Lorraine Witkowski, WALEDR 


The January meeting of the chapter was held at 
Maggie’s Restaurant on January 9, 1997. There 25 hams and 
4 guests who attended. 

Ray Black, W2PKM was awarded the QCWA Anni- 
versary Award of 50 years by John McNassor, WIGVT. 
George Guler, WOOIR produced and sent out our First Chap- 
ter Newsletter. One will be sent out before each meeting. 
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Information on the 56th Anniversary Recruiting Contest and 
the QCWA Golden Anniversary QSO Party rules were read. 

Members were reminded that the FCC will not send 
out renewal notices. Phone 800-322-1117. Forms: 800-418- 
3676. 

Leo Witkowski presented a slide program: The Color- 
ful World of Microminerals. 

Gator Chapter # 32 - reported by Bart 
Bridge, W2ZYQ 

The meeting was attended by 44 members and guests. 
Guests were Howard Beard WA2FKX, Betty and Bud Keller 
K2HH. Howard and Bud are members of Mohawk Valley 
Chapter #42. Dian Coleman from The Speakers Forum pre- 
sented the program. She spoke of her hearing problem, how 
she found out about it and how it was resolved. Overcom- 
ing the “stigma” of hearing aids allowed her to resume a 
more active life style. 

Treasurer Bill Carpenter WA2KFH reported a balance 
on hand of $939.71 with dues as yet to be received from 9 
members. President Frank Obenauf questioned the possi- 
bility of the Secretary requesting years of license certifi- 
cates for the Chapter members that qualify. Secretary Bart 
Bridge said in the past, each member had to request the 
certificate directly from headquarters. After some discus- 
sion it was decided that the Secretary would request the 
various certificates and that April would be designated award 
month. 

The program for March will be a display of an opera- 
tional spark gap transmitter by John Smith WA4AGC. We 
will see how it was done in the “old days”. 

The Board of Directors approved fifteen cash schol- 
arships for 1997-98. The scholarships range from $600 to 
$1100 and are available to licensed amateurs pursuing 
courses leading to an academic degree at an accredited col- 
lege or university. Each applicant must be recommended by 
a QCWA member. Prospective applicants should be advised 
to request forms by letter of QSL card postmarked prior to 
April 30, 1997 directly from FAR Scholarships, 6903 Rhode 
Island Avenue, College Park, MD 20740. 

Continued on page 7 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 


And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave, Dept $ 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 


QFN Report - January 


1997 - by Phil KA4FZI 

Stats : 

qni= 809 

qtc = 569 

qnd = 1150 

Many traffic handlers enjoyed 
face-to-face interaction at the Miami 
Hamfest February 1 and 2, 1997. 
Among the QFN members seen at the 
traffic table were AA4HT-SM SFL, 
WV5Z-STM SFL, WX4H-STM NFL, 
KC4ZHF, WA4EIC, KE4ESV, AA4BN, 
KD4GR, KC4ZHN, AA4CH, and 
KA4FZI. While sales were reported 
higher in the computer segment, we at 
the welcome booth had many ques- 
tions about Ham Radio and traffic han- 
dling in particular. Extra copies of a 
traffic handling and Public Service 
handout I made for the New Ham Fo- 
rum came in handy when explaining 
those functions of Ham Radio, and tak- 
ers seemed genuinely interested in 
learning more about traffic handling. 
KD4GR administered the ARES/ 
RACES table and WB9SHT the Edu- 
cation table in our ARRL Welcome area. 

‘Utilizing Bruce’s Packet system and my 
laptop we were able to demonstrate live 
packet communications. Responses 
were positive. 

We wish N4SS a speedy recov- 
ery from fractures of both legs. It’s 
good to hear N4EC and WIKAM back 
in business on QFN. Many thanks to 
AB4XK and AD4DO who have been 
doing double duty filling in for stations 
who couldn’t make net. John has 
picked up not only an NCS position 
Friday night late, but has also ventured 
out to 4RN and RNS. Chet made a neat 


banner for Miami and brought copies » 


of QFN information for us to see at the 
hamfest. 

I had a nice chat about net code 
speed with KE4ESV at Miami. He felt 
reluctant to QNI at less than 20 wpm. I 
explained that while QFN is supposed 
to be fast and efficient, all NCS sta- 
tions slow down to give instructions 
when needed by stations still on their 
way up to the faster speeds. We have 
several recent QFNS and FMSN grads 
on QFN now and appreciate their con- 
tribution. 

We can always use volunteers 
as alternate reps and sub NCS’s. The 
RNS slot for Saturday night is still 
open. Please let me know if you would 
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Florida Traffic Nets. 


like to give it atry. Thank you to all in 
advance for the fine job you are doing 
with the Valentine’s Day traffic. See 


you on QEN. 73/88 Phil KA4FZI NM 


QFNS - by Bob, KC4ZHF 

QFNS, the all Florida SLOW 
speed C.W. traffic/training Net meets 
daily at 0100z in the Novice portion of 
the 80 Mtr. band, on 3.715. Novice and 
Tech + stations CAN participate and 
learn C.W. Traffic Handling on HF. Our 
experienced Net Control Stations and 
Traffic Handlers will assist you. An 
excellent way to improve your C.W. 
skills. Give it a try, it might become 
habit forming! 

Stats for,January: QNI 165, QTC 
68, QND 713 during 31 consecutive 
sessions. Stats have been down over 
the past few months with the poor band 
conditions. 

We have missed AE4WC, Bob, 
on the Net. He wrote that he had 
moved and had not yet erected his an- 
tenna system. He hopes to be back with 
us sometime soon. 

We look forward to YOUR QNI. . 
Join us soon and often. 73/88 Bob - 


KC4ZHF - QFNS Net Manager 5 


SWFETN - by Earl Spencer, 
K4FQU 


We are getting our share of the 
cold weather this year however it sure 
beats the white stuff on the ground 
elsewhere. A few of our members have 
suffered from the Flu and other junk 
going around, but it sounds like most 
of us are in pretty good shape. 


We had a pretty good net all 
January, it is picking up somewhat. The 
traffic count fell off some but that is to 
be expected after the Christmas holi- 
day rush. 

We are one month down on the 
new year and a few net controls down 
for the net. We lost two that decided 
they didn’t like the net however I hear. 
both of them running the early morn- 
ing net. Guess they can’t’be bothered 
with something that helps the club and 
ARRL. The morning net sure doesn’t 
do either one any good. Oh well we 
will replace them sooner or later. We 
have been a little pressed With two of 
our staunch Net controllers out of ac- 
tion for a little while. However we know 
they are coming back as this is just tem- 
porary for both of them. But I do need 
to find us a couple more Net Controls 


anyway. Been looking and have talked 
to a few who say they are going to do 
it however they never seem to get 
around to saying “Lets go” so I guess 
when they are ready we will be too. 


I don’t think February will gen- 
erate much traffic however Valentines 
day is soon and this may produce 
some. Talk it up people. : 

I have a promise for two more 
liaison stations however this is the 
same situation, wait until they want to 
do it I guess. In the meantime we do 
have three and we can work all the traf- 
fic we can get so I guess we are not 
too bad off. 


The car in the upper right is a 
1937 cord. One of the worlds first cars 
to be years ahead of its time. I owned 
one just like this in 1941 and it was a 
pure pleasure to drive. It was real fast, 
handled like a dream, cornered like crazy 
because it was low slung and a low 
center of gravity and was a heavy car, 
solid and well built. Too bad we can’t 
buy one like it today. 


Everybody stay warm and 
healthy, don’t need any more colds or 
Flu going around. See ya on the net. 
73/88 Earl, K4FQU, N.M. 


SEFTN - by Bob, KC4ZHF 
The Southeast Florida Traffic/ - 


_ Training Net held 31 consecutive ses- 


sions during January and logged 1087 
stations, 242 messages during 1762 
minutes of Net time. Statistics for our 
Early Session were not available at this 
writing. Twice during the month the 
146.790 and 147.225 MHz repeaters 
were linked, which gave us extended 
coverage to the North, and additional 
net participation. . 
January gave us our 112th con- 
secutive month with over 1000 stations 
checking into the Net. No. 1000 for 


_ January was KA4SMD, Fred. NCS was 


KT4XK, Harold. 


Honor roll for the month were: 
W4/PZIBK, KD4HGU, KS4JK, 
KC4JNM, WB4PAM, KB4WBY and - 
KC4ZHF. Many thanks for your faith- 
ful participation. | 


Continued on page 7 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - Jan. 1997 
-by AA4HT and WX4H 


Total 
FG io gy 
267 
252 
240 
WA4PUP 188 


AASHT 159 
KD4GR 157 
AD4BL 153 
W4DL 149 

-KD4HGU 134 


OOAIND MN LhWN — 


— 
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Traffic Hounds - Jan. 1996 
-by Kevin Bunin, WV5Z STM SFL 


Unavailable this month 


Silent Keys 


We regret to report the passing of the following 
Amateur Radio Operators. Please notify SKIP of silent 
keys in your area. 

W4SZ - Svend Gormsen, Tampa 

W4IAD - Hyman Lessin, Tampa 

KA4FNP - Ron Turner, Orange Park 
K2AAA - Donald J. Merten, Port St. Lucie 
KB4CV - Frank R. Wright, Miami 

KB4FOP - John Turner Jr, Stuart 

K4GVV - Thomas D. Giles Jr, Panama City 
KQ4LM - W.R. Miller, Sun City 

W4LMM - Jerry R. Perry, Seminole 

K4RZM - Durel Brigman, Panama City 

WB4UMT - Ernest A. Phinney, Zephyrhills 

WFA4V - Erwin J. Donadt, Port Richey 

W9PEN - Bernard H. Baldridge 
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Continued from page 6 


A warm welcome to: N2ZKU, W4AOP, KD4ZLT, 
KF40MB, KE4QCJ, N2REE and NLCBM, our latest members 
of the Net. 

“Traffic Tips”, which are given each Tuesday 
evening, were, as usual, well presented and very informa- 
tive. Look for Charles, WB4PAM, to give us some of his 
well presented and educational “tips” in the coming month. 
Perhaps with a little coaxing we can convince Kevin, WV5Z, 
STM South Florida, to give us another presentation. 

The Early Session meets daily at 11:30 a.m., and pro- 
vides a Representative to the Florida Midday Traffic Net. 
The regular Traffic/Training Net meets daily at 6 p.m.. Both 
sessions are held on the 146.19/79 MHz Repeater. Join us 
often. 73/88 Bob - KC4ZHF - Asst. Net Mer. 


Gator Net - by Dan, W4DL 


Illness has put a crimp in the Gator Net. George, K4JI 
is still crippled and W3VR/W3CUL are slowly improving 
and back on line. 


Regulars like N4FL, W4VQQ, W4DL and WA4EYU 
keep things going helped by N4EKC and WT4F. Dan is wait- 
ing for a hospital check-in date and Chris, N4EKC is under 
doctor’s care and may possibly have an operation. W3 VR 
reports they are getting better. Al has been plagued by a 
urinary infection and Mae is recovering from a stroke. 

In the past, steady QNI by Floyd, N4FL has been help- 
ful and is much appreciated. Andy W4]YT is still busy as a 
bee and turning over the presidency of the local QCWA 
chapter. Charlie, WA4EYU does lots of recordings of local 


Jacksonville sports and still works out at the Y. 


Continued from page 5 


Gator Chapter Net meets on the K9BSL repeater 
Saturday mornings at 0900 local. The frequency is 145.290 
down 600 kHz. All are welcome. The Chapter meeting is 
held the first Saturday of every month at Stacey’s Buffet 
1451 Missouri Avenue in the Midway Shopping Plaza, 
Clearwater. Lunch starts at 11:00 with the meeting at noon. 

The QCWA Journal is available on audio tapes for 
the sight impaired. This program is administered by 
Blanche Randles W4GXZ. If you know of a member who 
would like to receive this service, contact Blanche at 813- 
870-0867. 


Broun Engineering Tue, 
5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 


Amateur & Commercial 
e-mail: w4sn@aol.com 


W 4 SN Telephone 


934-989-4658 


H.B. Fraser 
President 


Knights of the Kilocycle 


Don Browne, KOQ4YM 


W1PB Celebrates 88th Birthday and 


Knights Reminisce 

The Knights of the Kilocycle, amateur radio’s oldest 
net, was organized on Christmas Day, 1929, and is now cel- 
ebrating it’s 67th year. The Knights meet every Sunday morn- 
ing at 7:30 on 3910 Kilocycles. Since 1929 there have been 544 
memberships awarded to amateur operators. The Knights al- 
ways welcomes new members. A membership certificate is 
earned after five consecutive weekly check-ins to the net. 

And here goes the Knightly News: 

We all wish Charlie W1PB of Zephyrhills a happy and 
healthy 88th recent birthday. Charlie along with Floyd N4FL 
of Lauderdale Lakes are among the most senior members regu- 
larly checking in to the net each week. Floyd recently cel- 
ebrated his 87th birthday. 


It’s the HamFest season and many of the Knights have 
been active in traveling the state to attend. Bob W4KOG of 
North Palm Beach, Andy W4IYT, of Miami Springs, Fred 
KA4SMD, and Wes W4COW and Blanche W4GXZ of Tampa 
all attended the Miami show. 

Andy has been a Knight for 30 years but claims he’s 
going to try to get to the top of the roll call for his first time. 
Knights move up a notch as they continue checking in each 
Sunday without missing a week. 

Blanche normally leaves the Sunday morning check- 
ins to Wes, but recently she did check in personally as the net 
was finding certificate numbers to determine the oldest 
Knight’s certificate of the members. 


Bob reported bringing back a printer and some odds 
and ends from Miami. 

The mention of the Miami hamfest on the air brought 
back some memories to some of the oldtimers on the net. 
Floyd N4FL, Ft. Lauderdale remembered going to Miami in 
the 70’s while Earl W4A YD of Okeechobee remembered the 
show being held at the Bayfront Auditorium in the 50’s. Earl 
found an old photo of Andy W41YT back in those good old 
days. 

Marian, KC4MFT of New Port Richey, Doug, N4SLS, 
and Bob, W4KOG of North Palm Beach have been continuing 


KENWOOD AM. RADIO SELF-STUDY 


Package Now Available 


to talk with member Ernie, KA4BTQ of St. Augustine at 
10am Sundays on 3.910. Ernie, a long time Knight member’ 
and Master Oscillator has been resting from a recent ill- 
ness. Ernie’s not up to making the Sunday 7:30AM net but 
has been regularly talking with members able to get on the 
frequency at 1OAM. We also congratulate Doug and 
Marion on their recent anniversary. They both have been 
very active with the Knights in recent years. 

Jay K9BSL, of St. Petersburg, the net’s birthday and 
anniversary announcer, recently went on a trip to Panama 
and enjoyed his stay there. 

Dorothy, N4TXT of Springhill has been busy travel- 
ing and will most likely be taking over the Master Oscilla- 
tor duties after her trip. Wendy W1UCL, of Lutz has been 
handling the duties in the last months. 

Bob, W4KOG of North Palm, has been getting his 
station in shape with new antennas and transmitter after 
his lightning strike last year. He’s sounding more powerful 
each week! 

Bill W4TAD of Largo was a welcome voice recently. 
It’s good to have him check in again. Also heard: was 
WBANTI, Rich of Orlando. He’s holder of certificate 438. 
Also welcomed was Tom W3TAT of St. Augustine along 
with W4ZEU of Sebastian who hasn’t checked in for many 
years. 

For those who have computers and internet access, 
please check out my web site at: http://members.aol.com/ 
browne. I have music on most of the pages and even morse 
code playing in the background on the ham pages. The 
amateur radio pages include Florida and Southwest Florida 
ham info, listings of area hams in three counties, online 
callbooks, and the latest Knights of the Kilocycle news as 
well as two QCWA chapter newsletters briefs. 

The Knights encourage new check-ins each Sunday 
morning to ham radio’s oldest net. Please join us each 
Sunday at 7:30 AM, 3910 Kilocycles and let us know what’s 
been happening in your town. We welcome all hams from 
anyone that can hear us. Invite your friends to listen and 
call in Sunday morning. See you all on Sunday morning. 


Kenwood’s ham radio self-study 
program for the Technician class li- 
cense, “Make a Personal Connection,” 
now is available at Amateur Radio deal- 
ers. The package includes EZ-PASS, a 
PC Windows-based training program, 
as well as a study manual that supports 
the software with information on oper- 
ating rules and regulations and elec- 
tronics theory. In addition, the kit con- 
tains the How to Get on the Air 


Guide—a ham radio primer—as well as 
Amateur Radio frequency charts. (The 
package also includes an ARRL mem- 
bership application.) 

“Make A Personal Connection” 
is available for Windows 95 and DOS. 
Minimum system requirements are a 


'386DX/33 and 8 MB of RAM. For more 


information, check out Kenwood’s 
Web page at http://www.kenwood.net. 
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NFL BBS Totals - Jan., 1997 
Compiled by Dave Sutherland / N4GMU 


CALL 
AA4RU 
K4GBB 
K40ZS 
KEACOV 
N4GMU 
N4JTS 
NOZO 


BUL 
6374 
4470 


7185 164 %s&9 


N8NEU 1726 55 
3995 497 


WBANOD 4362 290 46 
2 
l 


WN4IIV 
WIFJI 
WX4J 128 1207 1057 
W4WEB_ 7645 119 0 
KB4FEA HARD DRIVE CRASH 
WBSTHT 4068 564 3 
KE4INI =: 3352 139 9 
Total NTS traffic for NFL:1264 


HAM RADIO Growth Statistics 


Good news & Bad news 


Good news: The number of licensed Amateur Radio 
operators in the US rose by approximately 1.9% last year! 
FCC statistics show that ham ranks increased by 12,207 from 
December 1995 to December 1996. During 1996, 28,854 new 
licenses were issued by the FCC, while another 13,926 hams 
upgraded their operating privileges. 

Not-so-good news: During January 1997, the total num- 
ber of hams dropped by 641 (possibly due to the cancella- 
tion or expiration of the licenses of deceased hams). The 
number of new and upgrading hams also was off slightly 
last month compared to the month previous. 

Bad news: The number of applications forwarded to 
the FCC by the ARRL-VEC for new and upgraded licenses 
during 1996 was down by 5198 over the previous year. That 
represents a 16% drop—consistent with what other VECs 
are reporting. 

-ARRL 


FCC new toll-free number 


The FCC has designated a new, toll-free (WATS) num- 
ber for Amateur Radio license inquiries—including inquir- 
ies about vanity and new call signs. The new number, 888- 


225-5322, will connect callers to the FCC National Call Cen-_ 


ter, handled by the FCC’s Consumer Information Bureau. 
Callers to the old consumer information number will 
get a message referring them to the new number. 
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SFL BBS Totals - Jan., 1996. 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


NTS PERS BUL TOT MSGS 


-NO REPORT- 
374 7354 
455 6072 


7750 
7440 


328 4379 
166 -§718 
108 = 1551 
205 8689 
804 3971 

-NO REPORT- 
74 «6915 
85 3733 


4708 
5888 
1660 
8895 
4788 


6989 
3818 


sity ora 
-NO REPORT 


29129 34136 


(PACKET/ 
INTERNET 
GATEWAY) 


NTS TOTAL: 


If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The 
utilities work with all types of bbs software, except TCP/IP 
(NOS.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ 
KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the 1st covering BBS 
activity for the previous month. Please participate! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 
Florida. 
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* VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO AND 
THE MONTHLY LISTS! * 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


* 


RRA RKEEKREREKEEREKEREERREREE EKER KER EERE KKERERRRERKEEEREAEENEEEEEREREERER 


March 1997 @ SKIP 


With the January issue, SKIP 
began a series of insightful articles on 
the trends in amateur radio, written 
by Billy Williams (N4UF). Mr. Williams 
plans to address other topics and if 
you have a suggestion or request, drop 
SKIP Magazine a note. SKIP thanks 
the Balanced Modulator, the publica- 
tion of North Florida AR, for their as- 
sistance in presenting this series of 
articles. Ed. 


AMATEUR RADIO 
TESTING OBJECTIVES 


AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

By Billy Williams, N4UF 

Government regulation of wire- 
less communications systems and op- 
erators has prevailed since the ’20s. 
Testing was mandated in order for an 
individual to demonstrate sufficient 
knowledge of electronics and commu- 
nication procedures. 


Radio transmitters were regarded 
as instruments with dangerous poten- 
tial for abuse—possibly threatening 
human life. Spurious outputs from 
mistuned equipment could jam distress 
signals and other public safety com- 
munications. A radio operator without 
basic knowledge was viewed on the 
same plane as an auto or truck driver 
without knowledge of the meanings of 
road signs and basic traffic laws. 

Testing was designed to weed 
out those with insufficient knowledge 
and skills. Written exams of the pre- 
war period required applicants to draw 
accurate schematics of basic transmit- 
ters and receivers from scratch. There 
were no multiple choice items. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission administered two series of 
exams to aspiring operators. Those 
planning a career in electronics took 
commercial tests while those without 
financial interest took Amateur Radio 


Linear Power Supplies 
5v 3A LAMBDA LOS Z.....1......00 
Pee Weinert. ayaa 
Tv 1.6A AC/DC Ele ...cecsssssseesseesest 
12v 2A LAMBDA LOS Z.vsssssssseeses 


Adjustable 


KAL-TECH ELECTRONICS 
200 SW 20th St. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
954-522-5811 Fax: 954-522-5271 
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Trends in Ham Radio - Good or Bad? 


tests. Most FCC exams required both 
a written exam and a performance test. 
The most common performance test 
was the Morse Code exam. 


The Amateur Radio exam was 
very difficult for most who lacked for- 
mal electronics training. Ham radio was 
anarrow, selective field which required 
a substantial investment of time to learn 
material well enough to pass compre- 
hensive exams. Growth of the ham 
population was not a factor. 

It wasn’t until 1951 that efforts 
were made to ease the path toward get- 
ting into Amateur Radio. The novice 
license was introduced with its simpli- 
fied performance exam. Standards were 
lowered significantly as growth became 
an objective, Most agree the growth 
achieved was worth the lessening of 
standards. 

In this same time frame, the old 
open-ended essay questions were re- 
placed by multiple choice exams. With 
old tests, an engineer had to individu- 
ally grade each and many items were 
subjective. With multiple choice items, 
grading could be done by clerks with- 
out electronics training. 

An attempt was made to stiffen 
standards in the early 60s. Under prod- 
ding by a few FCC staffers, ARRL 
pushed the idea of more privileges as a 
reward for attaining a higher license 


class. Since additional frequencies 


were not available to use as an incen- 
tive, it meant that general class 
ticketholders would lose privileges. 
This didn’t sit well with most hams, so 
incentive licensing became an aberra- 
tion in the trend toward lower standards. 

Toward the late ’60s, FCC became 
lazy in rotating test items with the re- 
sult that hams were able to memorize 
answers instead of learning concepts. 
The same few exams were used year 
after year. Dick Bash, a publisher of 
study guides ex- 
ploited this weak- 
ness by getting 
those taking ex- 


ilo ams to provide in- 


put to keep his 
unofficial ques- 
tion pool current. 

Rather than 
using more test 
versions and 
changing items 
more frequently, 
FCC decided to 


implement the official question pool 
concept as a prelude to the volunteer 
exam program. All questions became 
public knowledge. Dick Bash went out — 
of business. 


With the ’80s came the doctrine 
of government deregulation. To trim 
deficits, it was necessary to eliminate 
many functions of government. FCC 
curtailed availability of ham exams. 
FCC no longer would send examiners 
to hamfests or to Jacksonville every 
six months. Applicants other than 
novice and technician had to travel to 
Tampa, Atlanta or Miami. Field offices 
in Savannah were closed. 


By 1983, testing was so incon- 
venient that hams petitioned for a bet- 
ter system. FCC stated that ifham test- 
ing was to continue, it would have to 
be handled by hams themselves. 
NOFA.RS sponsored one of the first ° 
exam teams and administered exams 
starting at the 1984 Jax Hamfest. Within 
a short time, testing was very conve- 
nient. It was believed that the growth 
rate would improve. In 1986, more privi- 
leges were given to novices and a 
growth spurt developed. 

Until 1991, the novice license was 
the major entry level grade. The tech- 
nician license required a 5 wpm code 
test and a more difficult theory test. 
While some were able to pass the tech- 
nician without obtaining a novice, this 
was not the norm. Morse Code was 
seen by many as a barrier and a nui- 
sance for entry level credentials. Pro- 
ponents of eliminating the code fore- 
saw a double digit annual percentage 
increase once the code was dropped. 
Manufacturers saw boom times ahead 
when the no code technician was en- 
acted in February 1991. They predicted 
that entry level technicians would get 
their interest whetted and advance to 
higher grades of ticket and specialty 
operating modes like satellite, ATV and 
VHF-DxX. Before no code, the growth 
rate was 6.5%. After the introduction 
of no code, the rate climbed to over 8% 
but began falling back toward the | to 
2% which it is today. The rosy predic- 
tions had missed the mark—big time. 

It is estimated that 90% of all new 
hams never evolve beyond entry level. 
One does not necessarily have to up- 
grade his or her license to advance past 
entry level. A 20 year technician who 


Continued on page 12 
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Continued from page 11 


operates digital-modes or other experi- 
mental facets of our service has cer- 
tainly progressed beyond entry level. 
A ham, regardless of license class, who 
is active in public service and emer- 
gency communications has also pro- 
gressed. Unfortunately, few really 
have! 

From a manufacturer’s view, an 
operator who is perpetually entry level 
is not a lucrative source of income. 
Pricing of basic VHF mobile rigs and 
HTs is extremely competitive and profit 
margins are low. Profits from special- 
ized gear such as satellite, packet, high 
frequency DX and large amplifiers are 
much greater. Because of the scarcity 
of hams progressing beyond entry 
level, manufacturers have grown 
gloomy in their financial outlooks. 

Based on arandom survey from 
ARRL and FCC printouts of new hams 
in Northeast Florida, the average age 
of the newly licensed ham is 38.2 years. 
This figure has crept up constantly 
during the last decade mainly because 
teenage hams have declined. In the 
70s, NOFARS meetings usually in- 
cluded a dozen or so hams under age 
20. These were youngsters who were 
the only hams in their family. With in- 
creased alternatives such as comput- 
ers and Internet, this segment is no 


THE OLD 
AMATEUR. 


- by Robert Weinstein, K4KXR 


Slow beginnings mark the birth 
Of amateur radio on this earth. 


Ben Franklin made a foolish start 

When he proved that lightning played 
a part. 

Frogs legs were studied by curious 
minds. 

The floodgates opened with discover- 
ies of all kinds. 


Crude batteries made a hesitant debut 
Slowly the theories of Volta came true. 


Foliowed shortly by the ideas of 
Faraday, . 

Who courageously showed us the 
right way. 


12 


longer represented in our ham popula- 
tion. 


One can get the impression that 
only those over age 40 or so are in- 
volved in ham radio. But this idea can 
be deceiving. Older members tend to 
be more involved with organized ac- 
tivities and clubs., The rise in our aver- 
age age is mostly due to a lack of teen- 
agers in Amateur Radio. This teenager 
shortage is not likely to change either. 


By aiming our recruitment efforts 
toward those in the 30 to 60 age seg- 
ment, we can maximize the effective- 
ness of our efforts. Females are also 
highly under-represented in Amateur 
Radio. This is a reflection of their un- 
der-representation in electronics ca- 
reers. 


Non-Caucasians follow similar 
patterns. Your editor [referring to 
Balanced Modulator] has just com- 
pleted a project sponsored by NASA 
at Edward Waters College in Jackson- 
ville which involved developing cur- 
riculum which would heighten interest 
among minority and female college & 
high school students to pursue a ca- 
reer in electronics and other scientific 
fields. Answers to this problem of un- 
der-representation are not easy. 


Next Month: What’s the future 
forham-radio clubs? 


Marconi came on with an ambitious 
thought: 

RF sent over the ocean and instantly 
caught. 


Edison showed us his bright new 
invention, 

Followed quickly by too many to 
mention. 


Perhaps best of all was his bulbs 
‘Edison effect’ 
That led the way to radios that detect. 


There was a ‘coherer’ in the early 
game | 


Which deserves a share of the glory 


and fame. 


Ah, but the crystal was the amateur’s 
pet, 
For it made possible the crystal set. 


Now there appeared circuits and plans 
Devised by brains that are uiquely 
man’s. ; 


Progress was made in every possible 
way - 

Hams were the leaders in that early 
day. 


Superhetrodyne, cathode and the 
brand new pentode 

Became an integral part of the 
amateur’s code. 


Armstrong, the courageous, redoubt- 
able Armstrong 

Fought the world and proved he was 
not wrong. 


Now his brilliant FM is found every- 
where, : 
And his conceptions fill the air. 


As for the ham, now grown infirm and 
old, 

He has seen the great adventure 
unfold. 


Computers, packet, and rapid scan TV 
Give a glimpse of great things to be. 


The moral is this: We old hams have 
had our day - 

73, 73, to one and all. We must be on 
our way. 


Let the newcomers have their moment 
on the stage - 
At least we saw the start of the 


electronics age. 


Bob Weinstein, K4KXR 
Bob, a noted author, playright and 
columnist, as his picture appeared 
with some of his old columns. Nice 
hat eh? Now we know from whom 
George Raft received guidance. 
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MARCONI MEMORABILIA GOES 
ON THE MARKET 


Rare memorabilia from the collection of Guglielmo 
Marconi, the man usually credited with the invention of 
practical wireless, will go on the auction block at Christie’s 
South Kensington auction house in London this spring. 
The two-day sale, April 24 and 25, 1997, is expected to fetch 
one million pounds (approximately $1.6 million). Christie’s 
says the collection “charts the history of radio from 
Marconi’s arrival in England in 1896 through to the end of 
World War II.” (Marconi died from a heart attack in 1937.) 

Sale proceeds will go to “Marconi Days,” a new edu- 
cational initiative that will train up to 1000 electronics teach- 
ers each year. The sale will be sponsored by GEC-Marconi 
as part of its Marconi centenary celebration. 

Christie’s says the collection “comprises an impor- 
tant cross section of early equipment and experiments” as 
well as “important technical, business and personal papers.” 
Among the individual items offered for sale is Marconi’s 
1896 first patent for “Improvements in Wireless Telegraphy” 
(estimated to be worth $1600 to $2400). Sale highlights in- 
clude some of the earliest recorded wireless messages, in- 
cluding the first use of wireless to report on a sporting 
event—the Kingstown Regatta in Dublin, Ireland, in 1898 
(estimated value, $4700 to $7900). 

Offered with a number of early tubes (“valves”) de- 
veloped by John Ambrose Fleming is Fleming’s November 
1904 letter to Marconi in which he reports the invention of 
the “valve” for the first time, and declares, “I have not men- 
tioned this to anyone as it may become very useful.” One 
such “valve” is estimated in value at approximately $8000 to 
$13,000. 

A circa-1900 Marconi coherer receiver will also be of- 
fered. Christie’s values it at between $23,600 and $31,500. 
Other items include a microphone used by the singer Dame 
Nellie Melba, who broadcast from a Marconi transmitter in 
Chelmsford, England. The microphone features a mouth- 
piece fashioned from a cigar box and signed by the singer. 
It’s expected to sell for up to $12,600. 

Prior to the sale in April, Christie’s will exhibit high- 
lights from the Marconi archive centenary sale in the US 
and Italy. For more information, check Christie’s Web site at 

http://www.christies.com/ 


or e-mail marconi@christies.com. 


Effect of FFC Rule on Fast Modems 


Played Down 


Although makers of 56 kilobits-per-second (Kbps) 
modems are asking the US Federal Communications Com-, 
mission (FCC) to change a rule that might get in the way of 
their high-speed transmission plans, one of the major play- 
ers in this emerging market said the rule will not shut down 
the high- speed modems even if it remains. 

“We don’t view this FCC rule as a major impediment,” 
said Charlie Hartley, a spokesman for Lucent Technologies 
Inc. 

The FCC rule in question limits the signal strength of 
modems, or the amount of power they can use to transmit 
data over the telephone network. 

Hartley told Newsbytes that at the present signal- 
strength limit established by the federal regulator, the new 
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modem designs might be limited to a top speed of about 53 
Kbps rather than the advertised 56 Kbps. 

“Even up to 53 Kbps, that’s a lot faster than you can 
do today,” he said. 

In fact, the limitation might be largely irrelevant. Even 
officials of some major modem manufacturers admit that in 
the real world modems perform at their rated top speeds a 
fairly small portion of the time. All modems are able to slow 
down fairly gracefully when problems such as line noise 
make their theoretical top speeds impossible, and while most 
of today’s modems slow down in fairly large steps — from 
28.8 Kbps to 14.4 Kbps, for instance — the 56-Kbps mo- 
dems several manufacturers have announced will be de- 
signed to degrade performance more gradually. 

Although the modem manufacturers are downplaying 
the impact of the FCC rule, they have just the same asked 
regulators to change it. They say the rule was written for 
analog phone systems, to eliminate cross-talk between cir- 
cuits, and is no longer needed. A meeting has been sched- 
uled to discuss the issue. 


NEW MUF Prediction Database 


Available 


Maximum usable frequency (MUF) predictions cov- 

ering the period of February and March 1997 now are avail- 
able via the Internet from Solar Terrestrial Dispatch in Alberta, 
Canada. Details on how to order these predictions and the 
software to display the graphs can be found at http:// 
solar.uleth.ca/solar/www/predict.html. The databases are 
$20 apiece. Viewing software is $30. 
The predictions are based on anticipated levels of solar 
and geophysical activity and were computed using an iono- 
spheric ray tracing engine to accurately determine MUFs, 
optimum signal takeoff angles, optimum frequencies, and 
other valuable information between 50 worldwide regions 
including the US, Canada, Europe, Asia, Africa, the UK, 
Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, South America and many 
others. For more information, send e-mail to Cary Oler at 
COler@Solar.Stanford.Edu or Oler@Solar.Uleth.CA. Oler 
called the database is “the most comprehensive MUF pre- 
dictions database available and is a valuable resource for 
anyone interested in high-frequency radio communica- 
tion.” —Cary Oler 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
tel. 407- 894-3238 ° toll free 1-800-327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espafiol 407-898-1166 
fax 407-894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 14100 U.S.19 N. #124 


tel. 813-539-7348 © toll free 1-888-226-7388 
fax 813-524-4971 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 39 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO « AZDEN « ICOM * KENWOOD « SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI ¢ WICKLIFFE, OH ¢ LAS VEGAS, NV 
1-800-558-0411 1-800-321-3594 1-800-634-6227 


By Al Hernandez, WA3YVN, ZL3AH 
P.O. Box 2235 Melbourne, FL 32902 


The longest journey starts with a single step, some 
sage once said. For our multinational amateur radio team, 
the start seemed much 
longer. After three days and 
thousands of travel miles by 

“air, sea and land, the expedi- 
tion team rendezvous on 
April 28, 1996, in Hastings, 
New Zealand, where many 
of the men met face-to-face 
for the first time. Seven men 
from three different countries 
and with diverse profes- 
sional and business back- 
grounds, all with one com- 
mon interest, “Amateur Ra- 
dio.” 

This rendezvous must 
have seemed anticlimactic to 
expedition organizer Ken Holdom, ZL2HU, who had been 
working diligently since January 1995 to secure permission 
from the New Zealand Government to land and operate ama- 
teur radio from the Kermadecs. 


Ken, who resides in Wellington and is a customs of- 
ficer, was the right man for the job of organizing this expedi- 
tion. His administrative skills, perseverance, and attention 
to details gained the respect and confidence of the New 
Zealand Department of Conservation (DOC) who manage 
the Kermadecs and are the only Government agency with 
the authority to grant permits to visit these islands. 


After hundreds of letters and dozens of face-to-face 
meetings, Ken was able to obtain permission from DOC for 
a ten-day amateur radio DX operation which was to take 
place May 4-14, 1996, from Raoul Island, the northernmost 
island in the Kermadec Group. Ken’s Midas touch contin- 
ued and in short order the Radio Frequency Service in New 
Zealand issued the callsign ZL8RI, which Ken had requested 
for this operation. 


The imposing cliffs of Raoul Island 
make landing difficult 


14 


ZLS8RI: The Kermadec Islands DX Mase ature 


On April 28, 1996, seven men 
assembled in Hastings, New Zealand. 
They were embarking on a dangerous: 

voyage in the tradition of earlier 

Polynesian voyageurs and Pacific 


explorers following the way of the Sun 
to a remote volcanic island in the 
South Pacific’s volcanic ring of fire. 
This is the story of the Kermadec 
Islands DX-pedition. 


In parallel with this administrative nightmare, Ken man- 
aged the task of assembling a multinational DX team con- 
sisting of experienced DX and contest radio operators, each 
having unique talents and capabilities. Ken did an excellent 
job of fine tuning the team 
so that each member could 
excel at what he did best, 
while at the same time main- 
taining the team spirit and 
cooperation so important 
to the success of this ma- 
jor expedition. 

The final team con- 
sisted of Ken Holdom 
(team leader), ZLZHU; Lee 
Jennings, ZL2AL; Ron 
Wills, ZL2TT; Chris 
Hannagan, ZL2DX; Bin 
Tanaka, JA3EMU; Peter 
Watson, ZL3GQ, ‘and Al 
Hernandez, WA3YVN 
(ZL3AH). It was clear that this team, with many years of. 
combined DX and contesting experience, had the operating 
and technical capability to attempt this complex expedition 
with a high probability of success. 


HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHIC 
PERSPECTIVE 


The Kermadecs consist of four groups of small is- 
lands, with rock-bound coasts and deeply indented bays 
open to the fury of Pacific storms. 


The largest and only habitable island of the group, 
seven-by-four miles of precipitous cliffs and densely for- 
ested mountain sides, was discovered by the French ex- 
plorer D’Entrecasteaux in 1793, and named by him Raoul 
Island. 

Located half-way between New Zealand and Tonga, 
Raoul lies on an active volcanic arc which extends south- 
wards to New Zealand. It is a bewitched Pacific paradise . 
which has captured the imagination of many would-be DX- 
peditioners, luring some to its shores over the past thirty 
years. But the island’s volcanic core that vents with alarm- 
ing frequency has sounded an alarm of caution with the © 
New Zealand Government, making it difficult to obtain per- 
mission to visit the island. 


Those DX-ers fortunate enough to receive permis- 
sion to land and operate amateur radio from the Kermadecs 
are faced with a long voyage through the stormy Pacific. 
The tropical cyclones often encountered in this region have 
adversely affected past expeditions, in one case wrecking 
the expeditioners’ ship leaving them stranded for several 
weeks. 

It was the infrequent amateur radio activity that had 
placed the Kermadecs in the category of rare and most 
wanted DX location in the world. 


FINANCES AND TRANSPORTATION 
This expedition didn’t come cheap. With projected 
expenses of over $40,000, it was clear that much financial 
support was needed before this expedition could take place. 
The DX community rallied behind the expedition team. Bin, 
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JA3EMU, handled fund raising in Japan, AL, WA3YVN, 
in North America, and the New Zealand team members in 
New Zealand, Europe and the rest of the world. It was a 
long and arduous process which saw funding levels 
slowly climbing to the point where the expedition had 
become a reality. 


Al, WAZ YVN, the author of this article is pictured 
operating the all Yaesu Station. 


One of the key hurdles was locating suitable trans- 
portation at a reasonable cost. Ken found the Research Ves- 


sel Evohe which was available in the time frame when the 


expedition was to take place. After a visit to the ship and a 
meeting with the ship’s captain, Ken knew that he had found 
the right ship. 

The Evohe was built in 1978 and was selected be- 
cause it met the highest standards of safety and reliability 
and was equipped with modern satellite navigation equip- 
ment. It is an 80-foot, twin masted, motor sailer ketch, ca- 
pable of speeds up to 12 knots when operating under com- 
bined power and sails. 


HEADING NORTH 


On the morning of April 30, after final preparations in 
Hastings, the team, escorted by other amateurs from local 
radio clubs, family and friends, traveled to Napier, the home 
port of the Research Vessel Evohe, located on the East 
coast of New Zealand, and port of departure for this great 
DX adventure. 

The expedition team and crew loaded over 4000 
pounds of food, camping gear, and radio communications 
equipment aboard the ship for the long and dangerous voy- 
age to Raoul Island. Finally, at 1300 hours on the afternoon 
of April 30, after all cargo had been loaded and secured, the 
Evohe, at a rental cost of over $25,000, set course for Raoul 
Island. 

Everyone in the team felt a great sense of relief know- 
ing that the expedition was finally underway after many 
months of detailed planning and hard work. The fresh sea 
breeze filled the air with excitement, and dolphins danced 
happily around the ship escorting the Evohe out of Napier..... 
with a rainbow pointing the way to Raoul Island. ‘ 

Some expeditioners immediately took to the airways 
using the ship’s HF radio. HAMS all over the world wanted 
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to know the whereabouts of the ship and most importantly 
the estimated date of arrival at Raoul. Other expeditioners 
went below deck and turned on their laptop computers to 
review landing plans and operating schedules and proce- 
dures, while others were already feeling seasick and won- 
dering if sailing in the Pacific was really such a good idea 
after all. 


The excitement was short lived; early that evening a 
bulletin was received on HF marine radio warning all ships 
in the area of impending tropical cyclones. It didn’t take 
long for the Evohe to be immersed in the fury of 60-knot 
winds and 20-foot seas, which made the bow of the ship dip 
into the ocean only to emerge and point up at the sky as if to 
beg for mercy. 


The ship Evohe under full sail in calmer waters. 


Some of the “old salts” continued to operate the ship’s 
HF radio, while others strapped themselves to their bunks 
and remained in a state of suspended animation for the re- 
mainder of the voyage. There was little food consumed dur- 
ing the four-day, 700 mile voyage, with all team members 
losing a little weight in the process. 


Conclusion next month 


VKOIR breaks record 


Al, ZL3AH, the author of the Kermadec article above, 
played an integral part in the record-setting Heard Island 
DXpedition. Al is composing his thoughts and developing 
his film, and you can read all about it in an upcoming issue 
of SKIP Magazine. Ed. 


The VKOIR Heard Island DXpedition is one for the 
record books. The DXpedition team left Heard island 
Wednesday, January 29, after racking up more than 80,000 
contacts—-a new DXpedition record. The VKOIR team was 
scheduled to leave Heard Island on January 31, but rough 
weather and high winds (combined with bone-chilling cold) 
forced an early shutdown. VKOIR hit the bands running on 
January 14 and didn’t stop until January 27—a few days 
before the DXpedition’s scheduled end. The result was ex- 
citement on a level rarely seen among the Amateur Radio 
ranks. Most of the stations worked were in Europe, the East- 


_ ern US and Japan. With 80,673 contacts in its logbooks, the 


Continued on page 25 
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Amateur Radio Meta Index 

As the introduction says, “this site is intended to provide 
one of the most complete resources for those seeking information 
on amateur radio or shortwave listening.” From a look at the index 
it certainly seems like it succeeds. You can find links to pages that 
cover everything from callbooks to support and includes informa- 
tion about using computers with amateur radio and software. World 
Wide Web: http://www.dxer.com 


Discuss Your Year 2000 Problems 


The Year 2000 Information Network and Express Software 
have created an online message board for discussion and questions 
regarding the well publicized “Year 2000 Problem.” The page also 
provides links to other associated sites produced by the two com- 
panies. Traffic on the bulletin board is low at present. World Wide 


Web: http://web.idirect.com/~mbsprog/bulletin/y2ktalk.html — 


Database Of World Air Disasters 


I can’t decide whether this Web site is a valuable public 


database or simply offering the same thrill people get when they 
slow down on the highway to look at road accidents. It’s probably 


ithe former, but you be the judge. Here, you’!! find a database of air 


crashes involving commercial airliners from 1920 to 1996. It’s not 
icomplete but includes some of the larger disasters, and also in- 
cludes links to reports for some of the incidents. World Wide Web: 
http://www.niweb.com/dnet/dnetGOjg/Disasters.htm 


| Live TV 


Three American cable networks can already be seen live 
online. They are the first and second networks of C-SPAN, the 
cable public affairs channel, and Fox News, Rupert Murdoch’s 24 
hour news channel for the US. Don’t expect a slew to follow, 
however. News channels are one of the few broadcasters that own 
the copyright to almost everything they broadcast, so you can 
maybe expect to see a couple more but it’s unlikely the Internet 
will replicate cable. Some broadcasters may be planning subscrip- 
tion broadcasts, however, and I expect pay-per-view sports events 
won't be far behind. 


| Financial Super Site 

If you’re a serious investor this is a site you must check. It 
thas received top ratings from organizations like Barrons and lots 
of other online guides. Investools is a commercial site, but a spe- 
cial offer is now offering 30 days access to some of the site. Areas 
include financial newsletters, stock quotes, news, reports and data, 
and more. World Wide Web: http://www. investools.com 


| Let’s Be Careful Out There 


With the ever growing number of people on the Internet, 
everyone needs to exercise some caution in what information they 
give out and what they say online. This is especially true for 
women online and the document referenced below provides some 
practical advice for women online about what not to do. As the 
page notes, “Women new to the Net are patronized by the same 
pick up lines they’d find in the sleaziest of downtown bars, from 
men who have been practicing their skills in Leisure suit Larry for 
the last five years.” World Wide Web: http://www.helix.net/ 
women/take-back-the-net.html 


Something For Mac Users 


Apple Macintosh users should take a look at this site if - 


they don’t get enough daily news or information about their sys- 
tems. The Extreme Mac site is updated daily and usually includes 
a couple of headline news items, plus links and information on 
new software. There are also guides to Mac software, program- 
ming imhypertext markup language (HTML), reviews of applica- 
tions, a section devoted to games for the Mac, and more. World 
Wide Web: http://www.extreme-mac.com 


16 


The Freedom Forum has c aabiaied its report 
and the 1996 Presidential election. The report covers 
includes everything from TV coverage to opinion 
they were reported. The final chapter provides si 
comments from the group. World Wide Web: pops 
publicat/campaign/Ith96toc.htm ‘ 


The Mad Scientist Network 


Washington University School of Medicine. presents the| 
Mad Scientist Network, a network of more than 300 scientists 
around the world. You can ask a question, see current qu 
check the archives for past Q&A, search the lil 
New to the site, which we recommend anyone 
ence visit, is the random knowledge generator and tl 
visible human. World Wide Web: oe //medicine. wu 
MSN/MAD.SCL html 


When You Need A Break 


“Alt-n” is a daily updated Web site designed to ier en 
tainment and relief for stressed office workers. Visitors find a 
selection of daily cartoons and some online soaps that will oc-} 
cupy a few moments and reduce stress levels! World Wide Web: 
http://www.alt-n.com/index.htm 


Aviation Links And More | 


A companion Web site to the amateur radio page we itgies 
above is provided for aviation workers and fans. At Captain Bob’s| 
Page you can find a wide selection of links to topics associated| 
with aviation. There are links to plane makers, information about 
airports, government departments, online news, airlines, a gate-| 
way to airline stock quotes, and even a page of online video cam-| 
eras, which seem to have nothing to do with aviation. wor Wide 
Web: http://www.propilot. com/cams.html - 


In The News - JonBenet Ramsey 


Investigation : 
Official statements issued to the press in relation to 
investigation into the murder of JonBenet Ramsey are available on| 
the Web. News about the case is also available from a couple of 
newspapers, including a specially registered domain name for the 
Boulder Planet site, and the Boulder Weekly. The final site is the’ 
Boulder County Sheriff's Department. World Wide Web: 
http://www.rowanblewitt.com/ramsey 
http://www.ramseymurder.com 
http://www.boulderweekly.com 
http://www.boco.co.gov/sheriff/bcsd.htm 


Search Engine For Golf Fans 

If you love golf and everything about it, then we ve eaee al 
replacement for whatever search engine you use now. Golf Search| 
is nothing but golf, an index of 1,180 Web sites related to golf that 
is searchable. You can also find the sites by directory, browse the; 
recommended sites, or, if you can handle the excitement, down-| 
load golf audio files so your system can start with a tee-shot and 
end with a ball dropping into the hole. 


World Wide Web: http://www.golfsearch.com 


UFO Folklore ae 
This is one of the best sites we’ve come across fora 

long time! It’s best enjoyed just after watching the “X-Files”. 
and contains photographs of UFOs, supposed photographs, 
of aliens, documents released under the Freedom of Infor-| 
mation Act, and links to lots of other excellent UFO sites. | 
World Wide Web: http://www.qtm.net/~geibdan/| 
framemst.html 
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Central Florida's Premier Internet Provider Announces 


150 hours per month! git 


(Additional Hours only $0.50 per hour ) 


Free Personal Home Pages! 


Ap? 8 * Text-Based Dial-In, Ro * | 
op or * SLIIP (Graphical) | Aig ee | 
4% 4 ‘and PPP (Graphical) % %, 
_Shareware / Freeware packages are available for OS/2, Windows, Macintosh and Linux! _ - - : 


> * Use Netscape to surf the World Wide Web! Do your research, 
iii = shop on-line, check out the latest news from eles world, 
listen to music or chat with freinds, all on the fs ase a eee 


* Looking for Files? Search the archives of the CIC A i | 
directly into IBM, Microsoft and Apple, or pet al as 
_ and animations, and so much more, all free! _ 


or servers on the internet! Choose your Gvotite ie 2 gam , and y 
will find there are more than just a few Baers @ i and ¢ er gat 
against other adventurers! PP doe 


In Brevard 
County: 


Any day now, the winter snow 
and ice will begin melting in the northern 
part of the country. This thawing is ex- 
pected to create major flooding, although 
the locations of the most-affected areas are 
not known. A special meeting recently 
called by the Minnesota Department of 
Emergency Management has determined 
that due to the extremely heavy snowfall 
and accumulation of snow and ice in the 
western third of the state, the probability 
of very heavy flooding now exists when 
the spring thaws begin around mid-March. 
They are already beginning to prepare a 
response and are evaluating available re- 
sources, working closely with the many 
disaster response organizations within the 
state. If the predictions are correct, we 
could feel the effects of a catastrophic flood 
in our southern part of the country. Bad 
floods have already been happening in some 
areas of the Northwest and West recently 
due to heavy rain. Also, the head of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA),James Lee Witt, announced re- 
cently that federal disaster aid has been 
made available for Pennsylvania. The dec- 
laration covers damage from severe thun- 
derstorms, high winds, heavy rain and 
flooding that occurred over the period of 
November 8-15. Federal and state disaster 
assistance to Pennsylvania citizens from 
the severe weather patterns of the last nine 
months, including a record blizzard, floods, 
severe storms and tornadoes, totals more 
than $335 million to-date, according to 
FEMA officials. | Throughout the last 
few months, there have been untold dam- 
age and loss of property in over eight states 
in the U. S. The FEMA and all other fed- 
eral and local disaster teams are busy pre- 
paring for the worst case scenario for the 
entire country for 1997, and are again rely- 
ing on emergency communications from 
the amateur communities, MARS, 
SHARES, and other capable volunteer or- 
ganizations. Ifa hurricane sets its eye on 
Savannah, GA this year, emergency re- 
sponders in Chatham County will be bet- 
ter prepared for its aftermath, after taking 
a special course. The course, offered to 
local jurisdictions by FEMA’s National 
Emergency Training Center (NETC), fo- 
cuses on the ways various levels of gov- 
ernment can interact during disasters for 
maximum optimal response. One hundred 
and forty-two Chatham County and City 
of Savannah emergency responders and 
department heads took the week-long 
course February 3-7 in Savannah. The 
classroom portions of the training were 
held at the Savannah Civic Center on Mont- 
gomery Street, with course exercises con- 
ducted at the county’s emergency opera- 
tions center in the Old Chatham County 
- Courthouse. The course, which has been 


offered since 1983, -has received wide- - 


spread praise for helping prepare commu- 
nities for the unexpected. It has been cred- 


18 


Carl Houston, Jr., AFF2P 


ited with helping responders react quickly 
during the devastating 1995 Oklahoma City 
bombing as well as last summer’s Centen- 
nial Park bombing during Atlanta’s Olym- 
pic Games. The course provided City of 
Atlanta managers and response personnel, 
who had taken it a few months earlier, with 
“the necessary skills and training to react 
more effectively” when the bombing oc- 
curred, said Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell. 


Although potentially dangerous to 
health and welfare, another less-deadly 
severe emergency condition exists, most 
usually in the summer months: high en- 
ergy demand can lead to widespread power 
outages, such as the one that occurred on 
10 August 1996 when the western half of 
the United States lost power due to elec- 
tricity demand 45.9% above normal. Power 
outages can result in widespread commu- 
nications failures, affecting everyday emer- 
gency coordination such as ambulance, 
police, and fire response teams rely on. 

1997 could be a tough year! The 
preceding information should be used to 
start us into thinking about what could lie 
ahead for not only our region in MARS, 
but the entire country. We have not seen 
any year in the most recent history that 
didn’t have it’s share of natural disasters 
of various kinds. All affiliates should be 
prepared to not only assist in emergency 


communications that may be needed for ~ 


other areas, but also prepare for problems 
in their immediate vicinity, as well. It is 
imperative that USAF MARS members 
advise their SMD of any change in their 
location, phone numbers, or other personal 
information. The only requirement, if you 
have any changes in your amateur status 
(callsigns or privileges), MARS status, and 
any other criteria, is that you complete 
form DD630 and submit it in duplicate to 
your SMD. This information will not be 
available to anyone but MARS officials, 
and must be kept updated precisely. 


AFF2T, Tom Taylor, reports the 
following members have successfully com- 
pleted training and are currently partici- 
pating in the traffic nets: AFA2LQ, Mark 
C. Nallick, Chipley, FL; AFA2HV, Tho- 
mas C. Branch, Prattville, AL; AFA2FO, 
Thomas Baxter, Douglassville, GA; 
AFA2LM, Timothy Jacobs, Panama City, 
FL; AFA2DZ, Gus Doescher, Memphis, 
TN; AFA2GT, Donald Powell, Montgom- 
ery, AL; AFA2ZG, Gretchen Caruso, and 
AFA2ZI, Doug Caruso, Clearwater, FL; 
AFA2LZ, Mark Miller, Delbarton, WV; 
AFA2UH, James Chaffin, Robins, NC (has 
been in Net Control training); AFA2UU, 
John Smith, Birmingham, AL; and AFA2JJ, 
Fred Draper, Memphis, TN. The follow- 
ing members are currently awaiting train- 
ing: AFT2FQ, William L. Genevino, Ft. 
Myers, FL; AFT2YJ, Robert Payne, 
Melbourne, FL; AFT2RA, James Zuell, 


Tampa, FL. We welcome these members. 
Recent propagation has been poor on most 
of our four megahertz frequencies. Certain 
nets, such as training, have been granted 
permission on a temporary basis to con- 
duct their activities on alternate region fre- 
quencies on a non-interference basis (NIB). 
Trainees will be notified in advance of any 
training nets that are changed to other fre- 
quencies. 

AFF20, Ron Pace, reports the 4th 
quarter 96 figures show that the total Re- 
gion 2 participation time for all 568 mem- 
bers was 34027 hours. The most time was 
spent in packet operation (13490), fol- 
lowed by 2S1 (7822) and VHF (3184). 
Thanks to all who made these figures pos- 
sible. 


We regret to announce that Josie 
Lesser, AFF2A has resigned her long-stand- 
ing position as Administrative Assistant 
due to personal reasons. We will all miss 
her as AFF2A. She will continue to sup- 
port the program as AFA2MK. Thanks, 
Josie, for a job well done. 


Members wishing to become net © 
control stations should contact Larry 
Jones, AFF2N. Larry has updated the pro- 
gram, bringing it into alignment for the com- 
ing years. All newly assigned NCSs must 
take a short training course before becom- 
ing certified. If you are interested in this 
activity, please contact AFF2N for details. 
Larry recently reactivated 2ADS2, and will 
soon have training in each session. We also 
need more FYMON and BEACON sta- 
tions. Those of you who feel qualified 
should contact Everett Worrell, AFF2F, for 
details. A period of training is required for 
becoming a FYMON or Beacon station, 
also. TRIVIA. In December 1989, U.S. 
Army forces supported by the U.S. Air 


~ Force and U.S. Navy participated in “Op- 


eration Just Cause” - the “invasion” of 
Panama. Ground forces, consisting of com- 
bat elements of the XVIII Airborne Corps, 
the 82nd Airborne Division, the 7th Infan- 
try Division, the 75th Ranger Regiment, a 
Joint Special Operations Task Force and 
U.S. Marines, executed a night assault into 
Panama. A combination of airborne, heli- ~ 
copter and ground assaults on multiple 
objectives quickly brought a close to this 
action. Corps elements began returning 
home on January 12, 1990, while units of 
the 16th MP Brigade continued police pa- 
trols throughout the Panama City area to 
help restore and maintain law and order in 


. Support of the Panamanian people and 


their duly-elected government. The highly 
successful operation, also known as “The 
Rock-n-Roll Invasion of Noriega” by light- 
humored soldiers who succeeded in cap- 
turing the president by blasting his sanc- 
tuary with “heavy-metal” music, had a very 
human side of the story. The operation 
began just before Christmas, and many 
troops were deployed without their fami- 
lies’ knowledge of their departure. One 
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soldier, who called his wife via phone patch which I handled, told 
her that after stopping and letting her and the kids out at their off- 
base housing at Fort Bragg, he went to the base to sign in and get 
a pizza. He never returned that evening, and security would not 
let him place a call to his family. He was suited up as soon as he 
got to his unit, and in a short while they were on their way to 
Panama. Of course, the family liaison personnel let the families 
know that their soldiers were-OK but declined to divulge their 
destination immediately. Phone patch traffic was allowed on the 
third day of the operation - all was well in hand by then. All 
available HF radio equipment was used for the purpose of putting 
the military personnel in touch with their families. The propaga- 
tion was excellent for the entire operation. The military did not at 
any moment stand down to a lower security condition, even though 
the element of danger was quickly eradicated. There was even 
some fun time each day to have a “Noriega look-alike contest” for 
the younger soldiers who were battling bad cases of facial acne 
more than anything else! 
AIM HIGH! 


DISCLAIMER: This is not an official United States Air 
Force release, and does not necessarily reflect the views of the Air 
Force or the MARS. 


MARTIN COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS 

2616 SOUTH DIXIE HWY STUART, FLORIDA 

SATURDAY MARCH 22,1997 
8:00AM to 3: OOPM 


FREE TAILGATE SPACE 
TAILGATERS MUST SUPPLY TABLE AND CHAIRS ! 
GATES OPEN AT 6:00AM 


SPONSORED BY 


Casio announces New 


Digital Camera 


TOKYO, JAPAN, 1996 JAN 29 (NB) — By Martyn 
Williams. Casio Computer Co. Ltd. [TOK YO:6952] has an- 
nounced a new color digital still camera, the QV-11. The 
camera is aimed at expanding the existing market by offering 
the same features as more expensive cameras, but at a low 
price, below 
40,000 yen 
($327). 

The QV- 
11 is based on 
Casio’s QV- 
10A digital still 
camera and of- 
fers all the 
same features. 
These include 
a 1.8-inch color liquid crystal monitor display, ‘vide angle 
lens, two megabytes of flash memory to store 96 images, 
resolution of 320 by 240 bits, and data interfacing to a per- 
sonal computer. 

_ A February 10 launch date has been set for Japan, 
said.Casio, but other markets will have to wait. The com- 
pany has not announced launch plans for other areas so far. . 


FOOD & REFRESHMENTS 
FREE PARKING 

RAFFLE DRAWINGS AND 
PRIZES EVERY HOUR !!! 


MARTIN COUNTY AMATEUR o SS \S 
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Lorraine S. Matthew, AAA9PR 


A call to solidify ties between Mars 
and the rest of the amateur radio community 


“Challenges can be stepping 
~ stones or stumbling blocks, It’s just a 
matter of how you view them.” 

This idea was sent to me as a 
“Thought for the Day” by Ted Wallace/ 
AAM3PO (Florida Army MARS), and 
it has never been more applicable to 
Army MARS and the Amateur Radio 
world as it is today and will be through- 
out 1997. 


Florida Army MARS members as 
well as all Hams who read the SKIP are 
aware of the assaults being made by 
such entities as the “Little Leos” and 
others who would dissolve Amateur 
Radio and use the frequencies for their 
own interests. The specific frequencies 
being sought are the current 146-148 
Mhz spectrum which are the life’s 
blood of emergency, safety, and gen- 
eral communications which serve the 
communities all over the country. Since 
the frequencies have been “well re- 
searched” by the potential commercial 
users, one has to wonder if they are 
really so callous toward the safety of 
the people of this country. Their re- 
search could have been directed toward 
the best usable frequencies for their 
needs without considering the use to 
which those frequencies are already 
being put. Whatever the case may be, 
the situation demands our attention 
and whatever action we as Amateur 
Radio operators can take to preserve 
those services and satisfactions that 
we currently enjoy. 

>From South Carolina, an active 
Ham and Army MARS member sent me 
his views on the situation as the po- 
tential effect on MARS and Amateur 
Radio might be. 


“The success and survival of the 
MARS program is inextricably linked 
to the success and survival of HAM 
RADIO.” This statement was made by 
a soldier, Ralph Prickett/NB4Q/ 
AARA4RE, who is a MARS member and 
also an Amateur Radio operator (HAM) 
as all MARS operators must be. Actu- 
ally, the survival of both services de- 
pends upon the often unrecognized link 
that exists between us. 


He further pointed out in his 
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message that, “We are in a time now 
where the hobby of Ham Radio is un- 
der considerable assault from commer- 
cial communications consortiums who 
would gladly occupy the Ham spec- 
trum regardless of the benefits of Ham 
Radio to the community.” MARS op- 
erators and the frequencies they use 
are part of this structure that is under 
assault and we must all work together 
to carry both services forward into the 
next century. 


“One of the defenses of the 
HAM frequency allocations has been 
the role of the HAMs in providing early 
on emergency communications when 
they were needed most.” This column 
has often pointed out the great ser- 
vices rendered by the Amateur com- 
munity in times of need in their com- 
munities, counties, and states. MARS 
serves the same need including the 
early entry for any emergency which 
could impact the preparation of the fed- 
eral agencies. The Elements of Essen- 
tial Information (EEI) reports give the 
agencies the early information and fol- 
low-up that is needed for effective 
preparation for response and relief. 
Emergency communications support is 
the primary mission for both groups. 
That mission is the reason that frequen- 
cies have historically been available for 
both groups. 

‘Also, in the past, the hobby 
aspect of Ham radio was defended as 
providing a pool of trained radio op- 
erators the military could utilize in a 
national emergency.” 

The training and hobby aspect 
of MARS serves the same purpose 


with the additional focus of operators. 
being able to interface with military 


communications whenever necessary. 


“The fate of MARS and HAM 
radio are intertwined...I would like to 
see as a goal, more emphasis placed 
on solidifying the ties between MARS 
and the rest of the HAM radio 
world...As MARS members grow and 
become better skilled as Hams, they 
become better MARS members too!” 


The purpose of this column is to 


_ encourage the solidifying of the ties 


between MARS and the rest of the 
HAM radio world. The content of the 
column and its wide distribution within 
the Amateur community as well as the 
MARS community may help to keep 
all sectors of radio communications 
active in unity of purpose. At least 
that is my hope and the reason that I 
invite all club newsletter editors to use 
the column in their publications. 


. Service as an Army MARS op- 
erator adds to the knowledge and ex- 
perience that is not available to. that 
operator anywhere else. | As better 
MARS members and better HAMS, we 
have much to offer our country. We - 
also have the obligation to do what we 
can to offset the assaults currently tak- 
ing place against Amateur Radio. 

Mr. Prickett writes further, “This 
year we have seen the assault on the 2 
meter and 70 cm allocations by the 
‘Little Leos’, all backed by commercial - 


. money. Once something like this suc- 


ceeds, all HAM radio operation, as we 
know it, will assume the status of an 
endangered species.” Ati 
The challenge is there for all ra- 
dio communities to face. Do we 
stumble or do we step forward? Do we 
act in unity of purpose and in team- 
work, or do we each go our own way 
and hope that victory emerges like the 


_ phoenix out of chaos? The choice is 


ours to make. Let’s hope we all make it 
as a team and preserve a very precious © 
legacy that has been so dearly earned 
by those who came before us. 

Army MARS will surge forward 
as a team — Proud, Professional, and 
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Mopier, mopies and ping-pong 


Gee, it’s been about ten years since I played computer 
ping-pong. Although I’m not one to follow the trail of much 
of my e-junkmail, one caught my eye the other day. Hewlett 
Packard announced a new “thing” that makes “MOPIES”. 

Well OK, HP, you caught my attention. What the hell 
is a “mopie”? Dutifully clicking on their conveniently-sup- 
plied link, I was soon greeted with an old familiar sound that 


consumed hours of my life growing up with my daughter ~ 


Valerie. Bink....bonk....bink,bink...bonk...binka bink...bonk. 
Computer ping-pong. Val was addicted to the game back 
when one could buy the package to hook up to.a common 
TV set. Remember the two black boxes that looked like scan- 
ner radios? 

Actually the path to HP started when I received an e- 
mail promo from PC Online, teasing me with another horror 
story about the travails of AOL. When | arrived at the story, 
like many of the sites nowadays, it was plastered with ad- 
vertising; the one at the top of the page being a mini ping- 
pong game that you could play. I became so consumed with 
playing the game that I forgot AOL and finally succumbed 
to Hewlett Packard’s plea to “click here”, and read about 
their confounded mopies. Just between you and me, I was 
kinda hoping that you could download the ping-pong game. 
Hee, hee. 


Table of Contests | Site Map | Site Search | Software tibrary | | 


From the October 1996 issue of PC World 


Internet Overload: Disaster in the | | 


Don’t get your hopes up - you can’t. But you can _ 


always read about mopies made on a 5Si Mopier. When the 
5Si Mopier heading came up, I thought maybe I was going 
to read about a new version of the Miracle Mop (“You're so 
smart’), an overbearing TV ad that is challenging the DR 
Trimmer/Mower for overexposure. But relax, it’s a legitimate 
device that prints Multiple Original Prints (hence MOP) and 
thus MOPIER. In the vernacular of the PC possessed, it’s a 
gifted printer that prints better copies than a photocopier. 
Somehow this all connects with ping-pong. 

Actually, the whole point of this useless article is that 
the teaser ad was a clever use of an old game. Besides resur- 
recting some fond memories, it lured me in to read about 
their Mopier. But it caused me to ponder if the word 
“MOPIER” will be added to the list of new-tech warts I'd 
sooner forget. 
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Net Crime-Don’t be avictim 


digital Ife - Net crime: don't be aweoti) 


by Keith Ferrell 
(2/6/97) 


New times breed new crimes. It's a story as old as 

humanity and as new as the Internet. First you get 

cars; then you get car thieves. First you get 3 f 
phones; then you get telephone fraud. Now ‘ roth 


A very comprehensive article was written by Keith 
Ferrell on C/Net.com regarding net crime, read forged e-mail, 
home-page hacking, security and measures one can take to . 
avoid problems. It is must reading for all of you who are 
Internet users. For those of us who are Privacy Paranoiacs , 
it is a grim reminder of security concerns that are cropping 
up on the Internet everyday. 


- Although I didn’t participate in the security check for 
individuals visiting the site, I could immediately see one of 
the traps many unwary users would fall for. Many of you 
know that when presented with a questionnaire to fill out, 
you often blindly fill in the blanks, giving little thought that 
you might be revealing personal information that could be 
used by more unsavory elements of society. The first page 
had boxes for one to fill in Name and social security number. 
As many of us credit-challenged individuals know, we are 


asked for our SSN for everything from home loans to order- 


ing pizza. How many of you blindly give it out? Chances are 
that most places could care less, just a requirement of the 
management, but as often as it’s requested anymore, just 
one misuse is one that could haunt you for the rest of your 
life. 


By reading the Internet article, one can find out how 
easy it is to forge e-mail. Every one of you can do it, and do 
it from the comfort of your own browser. After one reads the 
article, one appreciates the value of the drive to perfect e- 
mail encryption programs. Sounds like more complications 
to send an e-mail message, and it is to a degree, but it is 
necessary for e-mail that must be kept from the prying eyes 
of almost anyone on the Internet. Personally, I try to keep 
my mail pretty “sanitary” and if sending private informa- 
tion, send it through USPS or Fax it. Despite what they say, 
I won’t send my credit card info via the Internet. It’s safer 
than e-mail, they say. I ain’t about to test it out. If I can’t 
give the information by phone, forget it. There’s nothing on 
the Web that I can’t find somewhere else. 

More and more, the exchange of “cookies” between 
Internet sites and your own computer, are becoming a mat- 
ter of concern. Sometime down the line, I will address this 
issue in more detail. There are programs under development 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 
1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 2806 FS 


Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 
(561) 567-3423 ©@ Fax (561) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
oe & 


eo * All Home Electronics _....... 


* Antiques 
* Affordable Repair 
1306 Lakeview Rd. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 
(813)676-2375 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLD HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


| 904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


If it worked once 
It can work again ! 


ASTRO TOO 
Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
Electronic Components 
Computer Supplies 


2854 Sarno Road 


Melbourne, FL 32935 (407) 253-3371 


164 West First Ave. 
Pierson, FL 32180 


ELECTRONICS . Tech 904-749-2042 
FAX 904-749-3147 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


QUER 20 OF SERVICE” 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: '305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAII 


QUR 16TH YEAR 


IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 
1. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 
Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 


. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters, 


. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 
. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 


6. Authorized Icom Dealer, 
3804 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


BROKEN RADIOSIIN [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


SHRINE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION 


a unit of the ay 
Florida Shrine Association 


for information contact 
Gerry Skinner, K4LVZ. [ph (407)679-4244} 
3311 Ellwood Ct Winter Park, Fl 32792 or 
Jerry Deutscher. KQ4UW. [ph. (941)472-5130) or 
Hank Welis, W1 TNE, [ph. (407)727-1371) of 
Join us on the Shrine Net which 
meets each Sunday @ 8:30AM on 3935 KHz 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 


Lauderhill, Florida 
33351 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC - 954-741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ - 954-748-1560 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


March 1997 


OST 


‘NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONICCABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave, 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 


(Send request & SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4TYT 
P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


Antenna rotators & Control Boxes 


REPAIRED 


$30. 


Conrad Kibler 
10102 Cliff Circle - Tampa, FL 33612 
Telephone - 813-933-2850 


U-LIFT 
By JB 
6708 CR 651 
Bushnell, FL 33513 
352-793-4690 
WB4MOX WB4MOY 
JOHN BEV. 


DON’T CLIMB YOUR TOWER, USE A U-LIFT LIKE WE DQ. 
ITS SO EASY. 


plus parts/ 
shipping 
or purchased 
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C.G.A. ENTERPRISES 


Meee ALUMA TOWER [BM 


ALSO AVAILABLE: USED 
ANTENNAS, ROTORS, COAX, CONNECTORS, RADIOS, 
POWER SUPPLYS, AMPLIFIERS, BATTERIES. 


TOLL FREE: 888-510-7373 
PHONE: 813-862-3325 FAX: 813-862-4767 
E-MAIL: cga@mail.citicom.com 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Aut MAKES 


* Specialized Design Engineering/Consimurction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6TYK 
(904) 764-0042 


GO TRAVELING! 
AND THEN CALL ME FOR YOUR PLANS 
N4LLZ 
MONTE MIGDOL (N4LLZ) ISNOW WITH 
PRESTIGE TRAVEL 
CRUISES*AIR* HOTEL*TOURS*CARS 
SO CALL NOW! HOME: (954) 748-1560 


1S 


Affordable Printer Accessories 


SCOTT & GAIL CALHOUN 
12019 Uracus St. 
Orlando, FL 32837 


(407) 855-3372 
(407) 826-4154 
Fax (407) 866-3324 


Roger Radio 


Communication Electronics 


-Radio Repair and Restorations 

-Alignments and Modifications 

-Al] Makes: HF, VHF. Amps, Power Supplies 
-Installations 


Preserving the charm of Amateur Radio 


Kenwood Specialist 


954-961-2363 


Roger W. Warrick’ 
KK4KM 


Florida Hamfest Update - Feb., 1996 _ 


Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


FREE! At Univ. of Miami’ 
; i Parking lot 102 on San Amaro 
Tringali Community Center Talk-in on 146.865 
on SR 776 in E. Englewood NEO: Walt. W4DWN 
Talk-in on 146.700 Apr 26/27 Gainesville 
INFO: George, KA4JKY (941) 697-3445 


Englewood 


(305) 895-0398 


Alachua County Fairgrounds 
Sunrise 


SR 24 & SR 222 
FREE! At Motorola East Parking Lot Talk-in on 146.820 
INFO: Bill, K4RDP (904) 454-3105 
(954) 583-3625 Sept 21 Pasco County Hamfest 
Talk-in on 145.35 & 147.15 
-_ Egypt Temple ARA 
4050 Dania Shores Drive 


Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Robin, N4HHP New Port Richey 
Tamiami ARC Club Auction 
7 p.m. At Venice City Hall Oct 11 Tampa 
Talk-in on 145.13 
INFO: John, VE6AIV @ WA2LKI Talk-in on 146.940 
Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground INFO: Jay, K9BSL (813) 822-9107 
. 1988 Lewis; Turner Blvd. Sorrento Lake ARA (Eustis) 
Talk-in on 146.790 East Lake C of C Bldg 
INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 SR 437 (Plymouth-Sorrento Rd) 
FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds Talk-in on 147.255 _ 
ATA south of Stuart INFO: John, W8HFK (352) 728-2615 
Talk-in on 147.060 JESSICA IIIA II ATO AA RIA BORA ARIA RAR AAA A ARBOR AAO ARORA AAA A 
INFO: Dave, KE4AMW_ (561) 288-7100 HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
National Guard. Armory PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring CALL FOR INFO! 
Talk-in on 147.270/145.330 Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
INFO: Roy, KE4JCT (941) 382-4607 Army Mars Call: AAT4RV 
Fanning Springs Livestock Pavillion Fairgrounds Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
; SR 26 & US 19 


8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
Talk-in on 22 i 


E-Mail: kb4vol@juno.com 
FER IIIT IR IIIT RK RK IR TTI THI IK IER IAAI ASAI AIDA ALIA SAIS IAAT ARENA REE 
INFO: Glenda, K4KRU (904) 542-3033 


VISIT OUR NEW WEB SITE! LOTS OF HAM INFO PLUS THE 
. MONTHLY LISTS! 


http://pages.prodigy.com/kb4vol 


Stuart 


Sebring 


* 


ICOM 
dual band mobile 


444 / A 4 CO RA TH 
tirmiteA Qquatity 


eli 


MIKE'S ELECTRONICS 
1001 NW 52 STREET | 
FT LAUDERDALE, FL 33309 


ORDER LINE (800)427-3066 
BROVVARD(954)491-7110 
FAX(954)491-7011 
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widely heralded Heard Island DXpedition appears to have 
topped the previous record, held by the 1992 4J1FS 
DXpedition, which racked up nearly 74,500 QSOs in 15 days. 
' (The ZA1A and 3 YOPI DXpeditions tallied 69,500 and 60,000 
contacts, respectively.) 

On its final weekend, the team began to dismantle some 
antennas prior to going QRT. A special effort to give the 
‘*small pistols’’ a chance at putting Heard Island into their 
logs took a back seat to operator safety and equipment se- 
curity, as the team awaited the arrival of the ship on January 
28. Even so, many US operators with very modest stations 
enjoyed succéss. One East Coast station reported working 
VKOIR on 20 meters with just 4.5 W output. The effort might 
be considered all the more remarkable because it took place 
during the sunspot minimum. | 

The Heard Island DXpedition was reputedly the larg- 
est, most well organized and—with a budget of some 320,000 
dollars—the most expensive DXpedition ever. Last fall, the 
ARRL Colvin Award Grants Committee authorized a grant 
of 5000 dollars for the Heard Island DXpedition. 


In a sense, the Internet-—often thought of as ‘’com- 
petition’’ for ham radio—has been the medium that helped 
establish a sense of cohesion and community during the 
VKOIR operation. The DXpedition has heavily employed 
the Internet to promote the DXpedition and to spread the 
latest word from Heard—a territory of Australia located in 
the South Indian Ocean. The DXpedition’s ‘net presence 
also offered an opportunity for hams to get a blow-by-blow 
account of the DXpedition and to post their comments, suc- 
cess stories and gripes. News and pictures of the operation 
continue to appear in The Heard Island Tribune, edited on- 
line by Don Greenbaum, N1DG, another of the DXpedition 
pilots. John Devoldere, ON4UN, moderated the reflector and 
issued daily postings about the individual operators, 
changes in frequencies and tips on operating behavior, while 
the VKOIR home page offered additional general informa- 
tion. Those who worked VKOIR (or thought they had) have 
used the VKOIR home page to check the DXpedition’s logs, 
which were forwarded via pacsat to servers in the US and in 
Europe. 

An e-mail note received here at HQ from Jon Jones, 
NOJK, of Wichita, Kansas, summed up the feelings of many 
grateful operators: ‘’ Thanks to the Heard ops, pilot stations, 
ON4UN and all the other behind-the-scenes support cast 
for bringing the magic back to Amateur Radio.”’ 

The DXpedition team does plan a brief (one-night) 
stop at Kerguelen Island on its return trip. It is not certain 
that any radio operation will take place from Kerguelen, but 
if it does, Devoldere says it likely will be on the low bands 
only, and mostly—if not exclusively—on CW. 


The QSL address for the VKOIR and the preceding . 


TOOR operation from Reunion Island is INDEXA, c/o 
W4FRU, Box 5127, Suffolk, VA 23435. QSLs for VKOIR and 
TOOR should be mailed separately to avoid delays. For more 
information, check the Heard Island home page at http:// 
~ www.ccnet.com/~cordell/HI/. -ARRL 


charge. Commercial classified ad - 15 cents/word, $5.00 mini- 
mum. See submission details below. 


FOR SALE - Hygain HD-54 crankup tower 54 ft. + ham I'V + 
tiltover winch. Located in South Dade Couty. E-mail only to 
k1fjm@aol.com. 


WANTED- Collins “S”Line, 516F2, DLI75A3, 75A4, SM1,2,3, 
KWM72A, KWSI etc. TOP PRICES PAID. Call anytime. John, 


5795 La Paseos, Greenacres, FL 33463. Ph: 1-561-439-0711. 


FOR SALE - 100' Tower, guyed 2' triangular, ten foot sec- 
tions, MIL Type AB-105C, structural grade steel, ExHD 
Galvanizing. Dismantled, ready to go. Includes 1/4" guy 
wire, and screw anchors. All Excellent Condition. Full de- 
tails Phone/FAX. Jim Card, W9GLR, Polk City, FL (941) 984- 
1317. 


FOR SALE - Selling antenna tower. Aluminum crankup with 


3 element beam and rotator, Heath 2-meter power amp. and 
misc. parts. Call Paul Schlie, W2SQE for details at 561-489- 
6710. 


USAF Commemorative Phone Card 


The US Air Force, under its Commercial Sponsorship 
Program, has selected MCI as the commercial sponsor for 
its commemorative prepaid phone card series. The series, 
with each card depicting an era of Air Force aviation his- 
tory, starts this month with the release of the first of five 
custom-designed prepaid phone cards. 

According to Richard Borakove, branch manager of 
MCI Government Markets, the second card will be released 
in March, cards three and four, respectively, in May and 
June. The fifth and final card in the series is set for release 
on September 18, the official anniversary of the Air Force. 


“This sponsorship offers MCI an excellent opportu- 
nity to visibly show our support of the Air Force,” Borakove 
said. “The prepaid cards not only commemorate the legacy 
of the Air Force, but also give the airmen away to call home 
wherever they touch down.” 

Borakove said the 25-minute cards can be purchased 
through US Air Force Services facilities worldwide, and from 
the Army & Air Force Exchange Service’s Base Exchange 
(AAFES/BX) locations. 


Collectors and the general public also will have an 
Opportunity to buy these cards at US Air Force air shows 
and open houses throughout the year, he said, with each 
card retailing for $5. 

MCI will help launch the Air Force Services program 
at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas, on March 
1, which will take place in conjunction with a ceremony hon- 
oring the Tuskegee Airmen. 

Named for the Alabama Army Air Field where they 
received their training, the Tuskegee Airman were the first 
African-American pilots in the Army Air Corps. More than 


Continued on page 26 
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FCC ON SCANNING 
RECEIVERS: 
POST-SALE CELLULAR MODS 
ARE ILLEGAL 

In the wake of the Newt Gingrich 
cellular telephone taping incident, the 
FCC has made it clear that it’s illegal 
for manufacturers or dealers to modify 
scanning receivers to enable reception 
on cellular telephone frequencies. A 
Public Notice, DA 97-334, issued Feb- 
ruary 13, declares that scanner modifi- 
cation is included in the ban on manu- 
facturing cellular-ready scanners. 

The notice comes as members of 
Congress raised concerns over the 
widely publicized incident where a cel- 
lular telephone conversation of House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich was intercepted 
and taped and its contents ended up 
on the pages of the New York Times. A 
House subcommittee hearing on cellu- 
lar, telephone privacy that also 
stemmed from the Gingrich cellular tap- 


issue earlier this month. 

Among those testifying before 
the Subcommittee on Telecommunica- 
tions, Trade and Consumer Protection 
was Bob Grove of Grove Enterprises 
(and Monitoring Times), who tried to 
argue that a legal loophole allowed him 
to sell and then retrofit scanners to pick 
up cellular conversations. Other testi- 
mony focused on the low priority that 
Congress has placed on prosecution 
of cellular eavesdropping cases.— 
FCC/Steve Mansfield, NiMZA 

FCC FINES RETAILER IN ILLE- 
GAL SCANNERS CASE 

The FCC has upheld a stiff fine 
against Ace Communications of Fish- 
ers, Indiana, for illegally selling scan- 
ners that were not FCC-certified and 
that could receive cellular telephone 
frequencies. The FCC’s Compliance 
and Information Bureau issued the 
$20,000 Notice of Forfeiture February 


Seriously Sir, we're just a couple 
of innocent scanner enthusiasts! 
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, 1997, for “willful and repeated viola- 
tion of Section 302(b) of the Communi- 
cations Act of 1934, as amended, and 
repeated violation of Section 302(b) of 
the Act and Section 2.803 of the 
Commission’s rules. Specifically, the 
FCC cited the company for “advertis- 
ing and selling two different scanners 
without first obtaining an equipment 
authorization.” The FCC complaint in- 
volved the Yupiteru MVT-7100 and the 
Trident TR-2400 scanners. The Com- 
mission said:it would not have issued 
an equipment authorization because 
the scanners in question “were capable 
of tuning into frequencies assigned to 
the cellular telephone service.” 

Ace had advertised one of the 
scanners in Amateur Radio publica- 
tions in 1993, but none of the ads ever 
ran in QST. The FCC also rejected all. 
arguments to reduce the fine or dis- 
miss the Notice of Apparent Liability — 
FCC 
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50 Tuskegee Airmen will be present for 
this 50th Anniversary celebration. 

“We are pleased to offer these 
commemorative cards to our Air Force 
personnel,” Colonel C. Barry Long, di- 
rector of programs for the Air Force 
Services Agency, said. 

Noting the need for commercial — 
sponsorship in a time of tightening 
military budgets, Long said that, not 
only do the cards feature “beautiful 
aviation photography, but they offer 
potential savings on long distance 
calls. Competitive sponsorships, such 
as MCI’s, make programs like this pos- 
sible.” 

Acceptance of MCI’s sponsor- 
ship, however, does not constitute an 
endorsement of MCI by the Air Force 
or the Department of Defense, Long 
said. 

The Air Force Service Agency 
‘(AFSVA), headquartered in San Anto- 
nio, Texas, is a field operating agency 
of the Air Force. 

The Air Force Services Agency 
maintains a World Wide Web site at 
http://www.afsv.af.mil . A special page 


. for Air Force 50th Anniversary events 


is at http://www.af.mil/SOth on the Web. 
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(one by Phil Zimmerman of PGP fame) to give indi- 
viduals the option of killing the exchange or not. Cookies 
theoretically facilitates navigation of the net but the fact is, 
they also provide private information about your computer, 
where you are, where you have visited and who knows what 
else. The opportunity of the IRS, HRS or any of the other 
government agencies wielding unreasonable, unaccount- 
able powers to abuse or use one’s Internet browsing habits 
are awesome, For the moment, my Netscape browser has 
the option of sounding a warning of an imminent exchange 
of cookies. I have the option to cancel the exchange which 
I usually do. The all too frequent sound of the alarm (mine 
sounds like the buzzer used during basketball games) gets 
on your nerves but I anticipate relief when the new program 
is released (supposedly sometime in late February for 
$19.95). As I understand it, the program will have a listing of 
legitimate cookie exchanges, with all others screened out 
unless given your explicit approval. 

I don’t mean to discourage anyone from browsing the 
Internet. But it’s like a tourist in a foreign country; one 
doesn’t wander aimlessly everywhere without being cogni- 
zant of the hazards that you may encounter. Like the tourist, 
the Internet surfer must always keep in mind the hazards of 
the Internet and act accordingly. Some of us are more wary 
than others. The occasional user that doesn’t mill around in 
the unseemly underworld or transact private business will 
probably never have any problems. But don’t forget, many 
sites can probe your computer without you knowing it. Just 
be careful. 

To view the article, go to: 

http://www.cnet.com/Content/Features/Dlife/?dd 
Net Crime - Don’t be a victim by Keith Ferrell. 
A printed copy of the article can be obtained by send- 
ing a Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to: 
SKIP Magazine 
672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


. FLORIDA SKIP 1 
\\ , Ss 672 Indian River Dr. Name | 
AMS Melbourne, FL ; 
5 32935 Callsign GE ARIA j 
O New oe ies ia j aie 
: O Renewal Address —_ ; 
O Change Information Re Ge “oe ope an 
1 G One Year $12.00" | i 
1 OG Two Years $23.00* State i 
1 O Three Years $34.00* i t 
I *Foreign subscriptions add Zipcode I 
I $12.00/year. 4 


p 


Oe rs ROLICR 


i 
Articles, queries or changes of address can 
' be submitted through : 
j e-mail to: : j 
I gwentz@digital.net 4 

rd 


Miami Hamboree/Computer Show 
Video 


The 1-hour VHS Video features highlights of the 
February 1/2 show-held in Miami. 


Only $15.00 Postpaid 


Write: 
Andy Clark, W4IYT 
PO Box 50] 
Miami Springs, FL 33166 
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ELI'S AMATEUR RADIO. | 
ICOM YAESU SG230 SMARTUNER i 


@ ALL MAJOR BRANDS NEW & USED @ RADIOS 
@ ANTENNAS @ ACCESSORIES @ BOOKS 


7 DAYS A WEEK 


LOWEST DISCOUNT PRICES 
CREDIT CARDS WELCOMED SE HABLA ESPANOL WE EXPORT 


BROWARD 1-800-780-0103 ‘DADE: a 
(954) (305) 
525-0103 1/2 Block South of Route 84 944-3383 
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